
The Ministry of Jesus Christ & The Paschal Mystery 

 

I.  Early Period 

 A.  Jesus’ birth 

  1.  Announced by the archangel Gabriel 

  2.  Born into poverty-He would be a king but is born a commoner (like us) 

  3.  Greeted by the lowly of this world (shepherds and animals) 

B.  He must increase 

1.  John the Baptist heralds the coming Messiah 

2.  Upon seeing Him, John calls Him the Lamb of God 

3.  John states, “He must increase, I must decrease.”  John the Baptist’s feast occurs when the days grow  

     shorter and Christ’s birth is when the days grow longer symbolically stating, “He must increase, I must  

     decrease.” 

4.  Baptized by John not because He needs to but to show us that our birth into Him begins with baptism 

 

II.  Preaching 

 A.  The Kingdom of God 

  1.  Jesus makes heaven present for us 

  2.  God’s kingdom is meant to be here-we should live as saints here on earth 

 B.  The Law 

  1.  Jesus shows contempt for a strict adherence to the Law that undermines our humanity 

2.  Through parables Christ shows us that following the Law can have the opposite of effect of what the        

     law was actually meant to accomplish Luke 11:37-54 

3.  Examples: The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37; the woman caught in adultery John 7:53-8:11; healing    

     on the Sabbath Luke 6:1-11 

4.  What is God trying to teach us through the Law? 

 C.  The Beatitudes Luke 6:20-26 

 

III.  Miracles 

 A.  Christ performs many miracles to demonstrate His divinity 

1.  Cures, raises the dead, water to wine, cleanses lepers, turns 2 loaves and 5 fish into food for thousands 

2.  Rises from the dead-death has no power over Him 

 B.  Christ’s miracles show us God’s loving care 

1. God is not far off or distant 

2. He intervenes in the lives of those whom He loves. 

 

IV.  Our Example  

 A.  Teaches us to pray 

  1.  Jesus prays before big decisions (example: before He chooses the 12) 

a. Seeks the counsel of the Father 

b. In order to make the most prudent decisions 

c. Ultimately, to conform to the will of the Father 

  2.  Jesus prays before His passion 

a. Prays for strength to undergo the suffering that will come to pass 

b. To make sure that He is in union with the Father’s will 

 

 B.  The Our Father 

1. Jesus also teaches us the greatest of prayers-the Our Father.  The lines of the Our Father are the  

Christian manifesto on how to live in relationship with God and one another.  First “hallowed be thy 

name.”  We must recognize the holiness of God and His holy name and honor that.  “Thy will be done.”  

We must accept the good and the bad things of this life.  We must recognize “thy will be done” and 

never “my will be done.”  We should let God be God at all times.   

2.“Give us this day our daily bread.”  We look to God for everything we truly need.  God is the giver of  

all things: our talents; food; blessings; literally everything.  God gives us the good and bad things of life 

in order to help us attain salvation-not to be popular or anything like that but so that we can get to 

heaven.   



3. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  This line is perhaps the most  

important for us as Christians.  We rely on the mercy of God.  There is not one of us that can go before 

God and say that we deserve heaven.  None of us has earned that.  Instead we ask God to forgive us-to 

show us mercy.  Yet, God will forgive us in exactly the same measure that we forgive others.  Others 

will hurt us and crush us.  The people that hurt us our in need of mercy as well-not just from God but 

from us.  How can we go before God and ask for mercy when we ourselves do not grant it to those that 

wrong us in this life?  Forgiveness is the Christian’s mantra.  We must repeatedly remind ourselves that 

we need to be a people of forgiveness.  We must forgive our enemies, friends, and strangers who wrong 

us, hurt us, and break us down.  We must be willing to offer forgiveness when it is asked for.  This is 

the central focus of all that we believe in.  Jesus Christ showed us how truly merciful God is and He 

asks us to emulate this mercy-to show it to all who ask it.  

a. Read Matthew 18:21-35.  Jesus tells us that we must forgive as many times as our brother sins  

against us.  In this parable we are the servant who goes to his debtors and demands payment 

even though he has a far bigger debt himself.  How can we hold those who hurt us so 

accountable for their deeds and still ask our master, God, to have mercy upon us? 

b. Forgive people when they ask for it, when they don’t, and when they don’t even deserve it  

because none of us deserve the forgiveness God grants us. 

4. “Lead us not into temptation.”  We ask God to be our strength when we are weak.  There is not one  

person here who is strong enough to conquer sin on our own.  We simply do not possess the power 

apart from God.  So we beg God to help us avoid temptation so that sin remains distant from us.  We 

lose our battles with sin many times so it is best if we steer clear of the very temptation to sin.  We all 

need divine assistance to keep clear of sin and remain in a relationship with our maker. 

 

 C.  Humility 

1.  Jesus shows us how to be humble.  The greatest example of this is the Incarnation.  Jesus, as God, so  

humbled Himself that He left heaven to be born into our world.  The infinite God of the universe is born 

in a no name town in the far reaches of the Roman Empire.  He isn’t born into a palace in Rome.  He 

isn’t born the son of earthly kings with power, men, and resources at His disposal.  Jesus completely 

empties Himself and becomes a human being out of love for us.  

2.   He humbly places Himself in the hands of men who insult, injure, betray, abandon, beat, whip, and  

crucify Him.  This is the humility of God-that He gives everything that He is and has up for the sake of 

the ones He loves. 

 

 D.  Love 

1.  This shows us what true love truly is-sacrifice.  Jesus offers Himself on the cross for us.  This is the  

greatest gift we can ever receive.  It’s funny when we think of Christmas gifts that we rarely think of 

the greatest gift-Jesus Christ and our redemption.  He gives this gift to us who are unworthy to receive 

it.  Do we take this gift for granted?  Do we fail to pay attention to this gift as much as we should?  Do 

we thank God daily for the gift of Jesus Christ and salvation? 

2.  Jesus shows us love in his sacrifice.  Love is not an emotion that comes and goes.  It is a commitment  

to give ourselves for the sake of others.  Love is in giving ourselves for the good of another.  Jesus tells 

us what this means.  At the Last Supper He shows us the depth of His love.  He takes bread and blesses 

it, and says “this is my body given for you.”  What powerful words.  He shows us that love is giving-

making ourselves a sacrifice for the sake of our friends and our enemies alike.  I can think of three great 

examples of this from the 20th century.  The first is Mother Teresa.  She was born in Albania.  She was 

a nun who sacrificed her life for the sake of the Gospel.  Yet, one day she was so disturbed by the 

poverty that she saw that she decided to give her life for them.  She went to the poorest of the poor in 

Calcutta, India and there she gave her life.  She spent time with the sick, the homeless, those who no 

one else looked after or cared for.  She soaked the sores of people who hadn’t cleaned themselves in 

years.  She sacrificed a nice comfy bed in an abbey for the streets of Calcutta.  Working with no money 

and without receiving any pay she offered her life daily 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the poorest 

people in India without complaint and without asking for anything in return.  For 50 years she toiled in 

India brining those poor people a reflection of the life of Christ.  To the poor in India, Mother Teresa 

said, “this is my body given for you.”   

The Paschal Mystery 

 



V.  The Paschal Mystery  

 A.  Refers to the passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord 

  1.  Passion 

   a.  Shows us the depth of God’s love 

   b.  Fulfills the Law on our behalf 

  2.  Death 

   a.  Jesus takes the punishment all men deserve due to sin 

   b.  Destroys sin  

  3.  Resurrection 

   a.  Breaks the bonds of death 

   b.  Restores man to eternal life with the Father 

  4.  Ascension 

   a.  Returns to heaven 

   b.  Shows us where all human life is meant to dwell-what we are created for 

 B.  The Paschal Mystery is lived out within the life of the Church 

  1.  Jesus relives the entire Old Testament 

   a.  Jesus relives the Old Testament perfectly 

   b.  He fulfills and completes the Law 

   c.  Example:  Jesus spends 40 days in the desert to relive the 40 years the Jews spent there  

2.  Church Year 

   a.  Each year the Church relives the life of Jesus 

    1.  Advent (He Comes to You)-Waiting for the Messiah 

    2.  Christmastide-Celebration of the Lord’s Incarnation 

    3.  Lent-We relive the Lord’s fasting for 40 days 

    4.  Easter-Celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection 

   b.  Triduum 

    1.  Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday 

2.  These days commemorate the Last Supper, Jesus’ arrest, passion, burial and  

resurrection 

3.  Sacramentally-The sacraments each have a participation in the death and resurrection  

of the Lord 

 

VI.  Completion of the Old Testament 

 A.  Israel is Renewed 

1.  Jesus chooses 12 men to be His apostles as there were 12 men who made up the foundation of ancient  

Israel 

2.  Jesus is remaking the faith of Israel and this mirrors and reflects the story of the Jews in the Old  

Testament 

a.  Jesus’ ministry is ultimately to return us to the place Adam and Eve held “..in the beginning” 

b.  So all of the Old Testament carries the character of sin and needs to be redone without sin 

 B.  The Exodus 

  1.  In the Old Testament the most important event is the Exodus 

  2.  Here God reveals His name, call Israel His own, and frees His people through miracles 

  3.  The Passover of the Lord (Pasch) 

   a.  The Lord passes over Egypt and strikes down the first born of the Egyptians 

   b.  The Lamb was necessary for the angel of death to pass over the homes of the Jews 

   c.  Jesus is our Passover Lamb-it is by His blood that we are freed from everlasting death 

 C.  The Last Supper 

  1.  The Last Supper was a Passover meal 

  2.  He is arrested on Thursday, crucified on Friday, and rose on Sunday 

   a.  We call Jesus’s passion and sojourn among the dead “the Passover of the Lord” 

   b.  the Passover is reinterpreted in light of Christ 

 

As an aside, Jesus relives the Old Testament.  He faces the same situations that faced the peoples in the Old Testament.  

However, Jesus does this without sin.  He is tempted (Adam & Eve), He faces temptation to idolatry in the desert for 40 

days (symbolically mirroring that of the Jews 40-year sojourn), He is herald as an earthly king, (David), He gives laws 



from the mountain (Moses) and so on.  The Church relives the life of Jesus during its liturgical year.  As we enter advent, 

we are entering the time of waiting for the Messiah much like the Jews of Jesus’ time.  We celebrate His birth 

(Christmastide), repent and renounce temptation (Lent), remember the Paschal mystery (Triduum), celebrate the 

resurrection (Easter) and listen to the teachings of the Master (ordinary time).  

    

 


