
Divine Revelation 

I .  Coming to know the Lord 

 A.  There are some things we can know about God without direct communication from Him 

  1.  Natural Law 

  2.  His attributes (omnipotence, omniscience…) 

 B  Since God is completely “other” He needs to reveal certain truths 

II.  Divine Revelation 

 A.  Revelation 

  1.  Revelatio-to unveil or reveal 

  2.  God unveils Himself to us 

  3.  Consists of things we cannot come to know about God by our own deduction 

 B.  Sacred Tradition 

  1.  The very life of the Church is a way Christ communicates His truth to us-it is His body 

   a.  Jesus taught the apostles and not all of these teachings are written down 

   b.  The apostles pass down this teaching from age to age 

    i.  The Holy Trinity is alluded to in Scripture but it is the apostles’ teaching on the matter  

    that makes it definitive 

    ii.  Jesus is God-the point is never fully driven home in Scripture (Arians, Gnostics, and  

    others) the Church’s statements make it binding because the Church relies on the   

    teaching handed on from generation to generation in addition to the Bible 

  2.  Importance of tradition articulated by Scripture 

a.  Acts 15:27 - Judas and Silas, successors to the apostles, were sent to bring God's infallible 

Word by "word of mouth."  

b. Rom. 10:8 - the Word is near you, on your lips and in your heart, which is the word of faith 

which is preached  (not just written).  

c. Rom. 10:17 - faith comes by what is "heard" (not just read) which is the Word that is 

"preached" (not read). This word comes from the oral tradition of the apostles. Those in countries 

where the Scriptures are not available can still come to faith in Jesus Christ.  

d. 1 Cor. 15:1,11 - faith comes from what is "preached" (not read). For non-Catholics to argue 

that oral tradition once existed but exists no longer, they must prove this from Scripture. But no 

where does Scripture say oral tradition died with the apostles. To the contrary, Scripture says the 

oral word abides forever.  

e.  2 Thess 2:15 

  3.  The Church predates the Bible (last book written around 90) 

   a.  for at least 55 years there were Christians without New Testaments 

   b.  these Christians possessed the Word of God via the apostles preaching 

  4.  The apostles receive the Holy Spirit to preach the Word of God-inspired in the same way the authors  

  of the sacred texts are-many of the books of the NT are based on this preaching 

  5.  Tradition must take into consideration Sacred Scripture and not violate the words contained therein 

 C.  Sacred Scripture 

  1.  Sacred Scripture reveals truths about God by His divine inspiration 

   a.  authors are inspired to write the truth concerning God 

   b.  authors write as men of their time and culture 

  2.  Scripture captures some of the actions, words, and deeds of Christ, the apostles, and the nascent  

       Church   

  3.  Scripture is the Church’s book and is therefore in need of the Church’s interpretation 

  4.  Scripture is a check against the Church in each era 

   a.  the Church was born in a culture and exists in many cultures 

   b.  Scripture prevents the Church from altering tradition for a specific culture (ex. Divorce) 

 D.  Tradition and Scripture validate and corroborate on another 

  1.  Scripture and tradition are not mutually exclusive but rely on one another for authority 

   a.  The books of Scripture are chosen by the Church so the Church gives authority to these books 

   b.  Tradition relies upon the words of Scripture which give credence to the passing down of  

   apostolic authority and the Gospel message 

   c.  The Church is born in the pages of Scripture and authors the books of Scripture-the two  

   necessitate one another 



  2.  Without both Scripture and Tradition the balance becomes lopsided 

   a.  with only Scripture the words can be taken out of context and without an infallible interpreter  

   division will occur amongst the faithful  

   b.  with only Tradition a certain time and culture can change the message of the Gospel 

III.  The Deposit of Faith-Sacred Scripture and Tradition 

 A.  Scripture 

  1.  Men are inspired by the Holy Spirit to write        

   a.  the history of salvation         

   b.  the Law of God          

   c.  the words of the prophets         

   d.  the words, actions, and life of Christ        

   e.  the history and beliefs of the early Church 

  2.  Scripture is a way that God reveals Himself        

   a.  helps us get to heaven         

   b.  know the truth of faith 

 B.  Tradition 

  1.  Not all things are written down 

  2.  Jesus teaches His apostles and commands them to preach the Gospel 

   a.  the early preaching is inspired by the Holy Spirit      

   b.  Christians are converted by the preaching and teaching of the apostles 

  3.  These teachings are handed on from apostle to bishop to bishop 

a.  these teachings are guaranteed by the Holy Spirit through the imposition of hands 

b.  the Church and not a sole bishop is the final word on matters of faith and morals 

c.  bishops in union with the Church (and the pope) hand this teaching authority down 

    i.  see Matthew 16:13-18        

    ii. see Matthew 18:15-18 

  4.  The Church as the Body of Christ is another way God reveals Himself 

 C.  Scripture and Tradition are meant to go together 

  1.  Scripture and tradition are both inspired by the Holy Spirit 

  2.  Tradition predates Scripture 

  3.  Scripture checks tradition 

  4.  Tradition prevents personal interpretation of Scripture (can lead to heresy) 

IV.  The Deposit of Faith 

 A.  The Deposit of Faith 

  1.  The teaching of the Church is called the “Deposit of Faith” 

a.  comprised of teachings that have been held since the beginning     

b.  taught by the Magisterium of the Church 

c.  cannot be only locally held but are universal  

  2.  The Magisterium 

a.  The Church’s teaching function 

b.  Through her history the Church ponders and Scripture and tradition and teaches infallibly the 

doctrines essential to the faith  

c.  Popes, bishops, priests, theologians, and philosophers comprise the teaching office  

d.  There is a distinction between theological and philosophical conjecture and teachings held by 

the Church (limbo) 

  3.  Infallibility 

a.  The Church can be assured of her teachings via the promises of Christ  

b.  The Church has the authority to proclaim a teaching true and false 

c.  Some teachings are infallibly held while others are held but not infallibly 

i.  examples:  fallible (not proclaimed infallible)-morality questions (there is almost 

always an exception) 

ii. examples: infallible-Christ’s divinity and humanity, the Trinity, the Assumption and 

Immaculate Conception of Mary 

d.  Pronounced by councils (ex. Nicaea) or popes (as successor of Peter) 

 B.  Not part of the deposit of faith 

  1.  Adherence to regular Church teaching is necessitated by the truth of the teaching 



  2.  There are certain teachings the Church approves but the faithful are not required to believe 

   a.  private revelation          

   b.  miracles 

  3.  Doctrine vs. discipline 

a.  there are parts of the Church that are disciplines but are not considered doctrine 

b.  the way the sacraments are celebrated can vary and are the discipline of a particular rite of the 

Church 

i.  there are different rites (rituals) of the Church that hold the same faith but practice the 

faith differently 

a.  Latin Rite-biggest and the majority of Catholics are Latin Rite  

b.  Eastern Rites are comprised of ancient churches in communion with Rome 

ii. leavened (east) vs. unleavened bread (Latin), intinction (east), celibacy (west) 

      

 

 


