
The Universal Call to Holiness 

I.  Created for Heaven 

 A.  Man is created by God and for God 

1.  Through sin we lost heaven 

2.  Christ’s sacrifice atones for sin and reopens the gates to heaven 

3.  We are most ourselves when we live in accord with God’s law 

4.  Man is meant to be sinless and in heaven we become who we were truly meant to be 

 B.  Man is created for eternity 

1.  The human soul bears the mark of God 

2.  This mark is eternal-man’s soul will live forever as God lives forever 

3.  The human heart longs for something imperishable 

a.  we try to create that here  

b.  love  

c.  power            

4.  Nothing can satisfy the human desire for eternity apart from God who alone is eternal 

II.  “Be Perfect” 

 A.  If man is created for heaven, man is meant to be holy 

  1.  this is the fundamental call of humanity-to live in union with God’s law 

  2.  in whatever state (married, ordained, religious, single) man’s primary call is to be holy   

   a.  Christ gives this command, “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”   

   b.  Our goal and aim is heaven 

 B.  Heaven is not for good people 

  1.  Heaven is for the holy-nothing unholy can enter heaven 

  2.  Our human judgment of a “good man” is flawed 

  3.  The judgment of God determines the value of a person 

III.  The Path to Holiness 

 A.  Follow God’s law 

  1.  Live as a child of God 

  2.  Live in harmony with God’s law 

  3.  Love God’s law 

 B.  Love 

  1.  Sacrifice for the sake of others 

  2.  Bear wrongs patiently 

  3.  Be willing to give to others 

  4.  Support the Church which serves others 

 C.  Continual Conversion 

  1.  Keep dying to things in our life and rise from them 

  2.  Continue to move closer to Christ through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, sacrifice, sacraments, and  

       knowledge 

  3.  Seek the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of Penance and rely upon His grace in Holy Eucharist 

 D.  Get Involved 

  1.  Jesus gives us the Church to help us attain heaven       

   a.  participate fully in the life of the Church       

   b.  sacraments           

   c.  prayers & faith opportunities         

   d.  devotions           

  2.  Jesus asks our help in the service of others        

   a.  poor            

   b.  sick            

   c.  homebound           

 E.  The Lord’s Prayer 

  1.  Thy Kingdom Come           

   a.  we are to work to build God’s kingdom on earth      

   b.  we are to spread the Gospel         

   c.  we are to serve the needy         

  2.  Thy Will Be Done           



   a.  we are to try to accomplish God’s will       

   b.  we are not to be selfish         

   c.  it’s not about our will but His         

  3.  Forgive us as we forgive          

   a.  in order to ask for mercy we must grant it       

   b.  we must show great love for the love of God to truly fill us     

   c.  we will be forgiven in the measure that we forgive others 


