
Mary, Mother of God 

I.  Mary’s role in salvation history 

 A.  Chosen before time 

  1.  Jesus is pre-existent-as God He exists outside of time       

  2.  Jesus will enter time at a preordained time        

  3.  Mary is chosen as His mother outside of time        

   a.  Mary is Father’s chosen vessel for God the Son       

    i.  Mary is wholly obedient to God       

    ii. Mary is chosen because of who she is not despite her     

   b.  Mary is set apart by this choice and honored for her devotion to god 

 B.  Begins the Ministry of Jesus 

  1.  Mary is chosen by God but still relies on her “yes” to His invitation of motherhood   

  2.  Mary begins the salvation of the world by assenting to the Father’s will 

 C.  Honored and Venerated 

  1.  For her role in salvation history, Mary is honored and revered by the Church    

  2.  As the Mother of Jesus she is also the Mother of the Church and the Mother of all Christians  

   a.  The Church is the Body of Christ=Mary is the Mother of the Church    

   b.  Christians are part of the Church via baptism=Mary is the Mother of all Christians  

   c.  Jesus gives Mary to all of us from the cross see John 19:27 

II.  Mary as Advocate 

 A.  Mariology is Christocentric 

  1.  Exploring the life of Mary ultimately has Christ as its focus      

  2.  Mary leads us to Jesus           

   a.  the Mother points toward the Son        

   b.  the Son owes existence to the Mother 

 B.  Praying to Mary? 

  1.  Prayers to Mary have Jesus as their final end        

  2.  Prayers to Mary are those of intercession        

   a.  we ask Mary to pray for us         

    i.  Hail Mary example         

    ii. “Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death”     

  b.  Mary, as Jesus’ Mother, holds a special role in heaven       

  c.  Mary’s intercession can be seen in the life of Jesus       

   i.  The Wedding at Cana          

   ii. Those in need approach Mary not Jesus directly (though Jesus indirectly)   

   iii. Mary intercedes for them and Jesus changes His mind and performs a miracle   

  d.  Prayers to Mary do not take anything away from Jesus but show His power because He is the   

       one who makes her holy  

III.  Dogmas on Mary 

 A.  Virgin Birth & Perpetual Virginity 

  1.  The Church holds that Mary was a virgin at the time of the conception of Jesus and remained so her  

       whole life            

  2.  The prophet Isaiah foresaw that the Messiah would be born of a virgin     

  3.  Mary remains a virgin after the birth of Christ       

   a.  Jesus’ brothers and sisters         

    i.  Hebrew and Aramaic linguistics       

    ii. Mary’s Temple betrothal and Joseph’s age      

   b.  Matthew 1:24-25          

    i.  word usage over time         

    ii. example: Christ reigns “until”, gay, fagot (bunch of sticks), queer   

   c.  Joseph’s character          

    i.  know Jesus is God incarnate via the angel’s message     

    ii. lived the heavenly form of marriage on earth      

  4.  Biblical &Ancient testimony          

   a.  Mary’s question, “How can this be since I do not know a man?”    

    i.  it would not be a question if Mary wasn’t planning on having children   



    ii. the text does not indicate that Mary would immediately be pregnant   

    iii. Mary asks the question as if she was never planning on children   

   b.  “Thus Christ by being born of a virgin, who, before she knew Who was to be born of her, had  

        determined to continue a virgin, chose rather to approve, than to command, holy virginity.”  

        St. Augustine            

   c.  “You say that Mary did not continue a virgin: I claim still more, that Joseph himself on  

        account of Mary was a virgin, so that from a virgin wedlock a virgin son was born.” St. 

        Jerome 

 B.  Immaculate Conception 

  1.  Mary was conceived without the stain of original sin       

   a.  we all are tainted by original sin due to sexual generation     

   b.  the sin of Adam is passed from generation to generation and inclines our hearts to sin  

   c.  Mary is protected from original sin via a special grace of God     

    i.  Mary’s sinlessness is necessary so that she can carry the sinless Son   

    ii. Example: you can’t get clean water out of a dirty vessel=Mary is the vessel and in  

        order to get a spotless Son you need that vessel to be pure    

   d.  but Mary calls God her “Savior”        

    i.  the fruits of salvation are applied to Mary before her conception   

    ii. example of the pit 

  2.  Mary remains sinless           

   a.  conceived without sin, Mary remains sinless her whole life     

   b.  she raises a sinless Son by example-complete fidelity to God     

  3.  Biblical and Ancient Testimony         

   a.  The Greek text says literally, “Hail you who have been graced, the Lord (Master) is with you.” 

    i.  “have been graced”-she has been endowed with God’s supernatural gift of grace 

    ii. having been so abundantly graced there is no room for sin within her   

   b.  “Blessed are you among women”-Mary is especially blessed among all women past, present  

        and future           

   c.  “Truly you Lord, an your mother are the only ones who are beautiful, completely so in every  

        respect; for, Lord, there is no spot in you, nor any spot at all in your mother.”  St. Ephraem 

   d.  “We must except the holy Virgin Mary, concerning whom I wish to raise no question when it  

        touches the subject of sins, out of honor to the Lord; for from Him we know what abundance  

        of grace for overcoming sin in every particular was conferred upon her who had the merit to  

        conceive and bear Him who undoubtedly had no sin.”  St. Augustine 

 C.  The Assumption 

  1.  Mary is taken from earth body and soul        

   a.  She does not sin during her life so she should not suffer the penalty of sin: death and decay 

   b.  She gives Jesus His human nature and that nature should not perish    

  2.  Jesus intervenes on behalf of His mother 

 D.  Mother of God 

  1.  Mary is the Mother of Jesus; Jesus is God, Mary is “Mother of God”     

  2.  Nestorianism argued this point in the earliest centuries      

   a.  The Council of Chalcedon answers this questions      

   b.  names Mary Theotokos-“God-bearer” 

IV.  Titles of Mary 

 A.  Mother of the Church see above 

 B.  Queen of heaven            

  1.  woman clothed with the sun           

  2.  Mary is the Queen Mother-Jewish custom of queen mother 

 C.  Queen of all Saints            

  1.  Mary is the Mother of Christ          

  2.  Christ is king of all saints          

  3.  Mary is the queen of all saints         

  4.  Mediatrix            

   a.  Mary “mediates” between God and man       

   b.  term used to describe her role in interceding for humanity, intercessory prayer 



 D.  Devotions             

  1.  The Rosary            

  2.  Angelus            

  3.  Parish names 

   


