
The Social Teaching of the Church 

I.  History 

A.  The Church had always tried to play the role of peacemaker  

1.  Truce of God-forbids battle on certain days 

2.  Peace of God-protects non-combatants from violence  

3.  Oftentimes the Church participated in peace treaties and urged sides toward settlement through 

spiritual sanctions 

4.  The Church at war 

a. Crusades-Church reacts to Muslim invasion  

b. Just War 

c. Reclaim what was lost 

 B.  The Church advocates for the poor          

  1.  The Church had long been the only entity that took care of widows, orphans, lepers, and the sick 

  2.  The Church ran (still runs) hospitals for the sick and dying      

  3.  With the industrial revolution there came a dehumanization of man     

   a.  workers began to be treated poorly        

   b.  working conditions were brutal        

   c.  long hours, exhaustion, and death        

   d.  workers were treated like machines and replaced when they failed    

  4.  The Church responds to a new era         

   a.  Rerum Novarum 1891-on the Condition of Labor-argued for workers’s rights   

   b.  Quadragesimo Anno 1931-reiterated and updated Rerum Novarum    

   c.  Pacem in Terris 1963-dealt with global warfare and the fear of nuclear war   

   d.  Humanae Vitae 1968- deals with contraception      

   e.  Laborem Exercens 1981- On Human Work       

   f.  Centesimus Annus 1991-reiterated and updated Rerum Novarum 

II.  Core Principles of Catholic Social Teaching 

 A.  Man is infinitely valuable (Dignity of the human person)  

  1.  Every human being is made in the image of God       

  2.  Every human life has inherit dignity regardless of gender, class, race, or creed 

 B.  Man is made free and should be free (subsidiarity) 

  1.  God endowed man with freedom to do both good and evil      

  2.  Man cannot and should not be coerced into following something he rejects as not proper to the good 

  3.  Man is the most free when he is able to join and leave societies with the least amount of interference  

      from a more powerful society 

 C.  Humanity is essentially a family (solidarity) 

  1.  All men and women form a fraternal order        

  2.  Man’s labors should be directed toward the good of that order 

 

III.  Catholic Social Teaching at Work 

 A.  The Church is the largest charitable organization in the world 

  1.  Serves the poor in almost every country        

  2.  Operates food banks, homeless shelters, orphanages, non-profit clothing centers, and crisis   

       pregnancy centers           

  3.  Distributes food, medicine, clothes, water, and other worldwide     

 B.  The Church educates 

  1.  The Church educates more people than any non-government entity in the world (saves U.S. $18  

       billion annually)           

  2.  The Church established the university system  (230 in the U.S.)     

  3.  The Church operates free schools in third world countries       

 C.  The Church heals 

  1.  The Church operates more hospitals than any non-governmental entity in the world   

  2.  The Church offers free healthcare at clinics nationwide      

  3.  The Church operates hospitals in third world countries       

 D.  The Church Advocates 

  1.  The Church advocates on behalf of the voiceless 



   a.  the preborn           

   b.  workers           

    i.  The Church supports unions insofar as they serve the purpose of defending the dignity  

         of workers (modern unions don’t necessarily fit into this category)   

    ii. The Church preaches work should not be dehumanizing or seek to turn man into a cog  

   c.  the widowed, the suffering, and the neglected 

  2.  The Church is a voice of reason in a vengeful world 

 E.  The Church prays 

  1.  In addition to the works, the Church prays for the needs of the world     

  2.  Every Mass has prayers for world leaders, the poor, the sick, and the dying 

 F.  The Church is the Body of Christ 

 

IV.  Dignity of the Human Person 

 A.  Man is created by God 

  1.  “Let us make man in our image”         

  2.  All human life is sacred and must be protected 

 B.  Life is a gift 

  1.  We receive the gift of life from God         

  2.  God alone has sovereign power of life and death       

  3.  Man is not meant to decide the length and breadth of the life of another 

V.  Threats to the Dignity of the Human Person 

 A.  Abortion 

  1.  Perhaps the greatest evil the world has seen        

   a.  an absolutely innocent life is cut down before he/she has a chance to breath   

   b.  destroyed out of convenience, shame, fear, or economical practicality    

  c.  the U.S. has put to death 50 million babies through legal abortion since 1973-that’s about the   

      total casualties of World War II         

 2.  Attacks the root and purpose of human life         

  a.  undermines the sanctity of human life         

 b.  places man in the role of God          

 c.  places “choice” above the common good and the life of another 

 B.  Euthanasia or Assisted Suicide           

  1.  Places man in the role of God         

  2.  Man is the arbiter of life and death         

  3.  Man, even amid pain, suffering, and death is endowed with dignity     

   a.  suffering and death can bring about salvation by unity with the cross of Christ   

   b.  pain, suffering, and death are part of the very fabric of man and to elude these is to elude  

        what it means to be human 

 C.  Poverty and Starvation 

  1.  The economic imbalance leads some to be ultra rich and others to die of hunger   

  2.  This is not the common good          

   a.  man is called to care for the less fortunate as a brother or sister    

   b.  man finds himself when he gives of himself in fraternal love 

 D.  Contraception 

  1.  Places man in the role of God by preventing life       

  2.  Displaces the union of husband and wife        

   a.  allows immoral behavior         

   b.  throws off the equilibrium of marriage-sex becomes about pleasure and not unity and   

       procreation 

 E.  War 


