
 

 

Dear  Parishioners, 

As the Greenville area begins to change and grow, so too, do the needs of St. Mary’s Parish. After the 

first few months here, I recognized three things needed: stability, credibility and a facility. Stability 

would simply happen over time. Credibility refers to St. Mary’s as a parish where the mission of the 

Church is lived. The final need would be additional facility space where the mission could be more easily 

lived out.  

What is her mission? Three things:  

1. To worship God and care for those in need. 

2. To catechize or teach people their faith. 

3. To evangelize and bring people the Good News that Jesus came to redeem them. 

We have taken good care of our present buildings and grounds. New roofs now cover all of our 

buildings. A new cemetery adds 400 burial plots. All of the exterior lights are converted to LED high 

efficiency lighting. The interior lights will be replaced within the next year. A new sign welcomes 

members of the parish and the community to our church. Our school enrollment has increase as well as 

our resource options for students. We added a 3 year-old kindergarten. Parish membership continues to 

increase.  

For the last 2 years, a committee in the parish has been drafting plans for the future facility needs of St. 

Mary’s. The initial motivation for this planning was based on surveys from the past, and, more recently, 

a diocesan initiated Parish Mission Planning process and survey conducted 2 years ago. One of the five 

goals that came from those surveys was a need for space. A lot has changed in the last two years. Our 

need for space has remained. 

We will hold a town hall meeting following a brief annual meeting on Thursday September 23rd at 6:45 

pm. This meeting will be an opportunity for members of the parish to discuss the plan and ask 

questions. We will also lay out the process moving forward concerning fundraising and approval 

processes. Enclosed you will find renditions of the current proposal. Questions and comments are 

welcomed. Most of those questions will be discussed at the September 23rd Annual Meeting and town 

hall meeting.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Fr. Michael Warden 


