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Opening Prayer
Dearest lord Jesus,
Open our eyes that we may see your beauty
and the beauty of everything that you have created.
Open our ears that we may hear your voice.
Open our minds that we may understand truth.
Soften our hearts that we may better love as you love,
seeking good for every person that we encounter today.
Fill us with confidence in your love that conquers all fear
and overcomes every hardship.
Fashion us into the persons that you desire that we become.
Thy will be done in all things.
I love you lord Jesus, our greatest lover.
Dearest Lord Jesus,
Keep us close to your heart.
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5 messages

1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.

3

Why should we believe something?
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Why should we believe something?

1. Because I like it

2. Because it makes me happy

3. Because my friends believe it

4. Because my family believes it

5. Because the Church teaches it

6. Because I am convinced that it really is true

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/pKzHYMgFg9d8xJGWcApzdIbpl_lbcyO7nwB3UHX5JmBEZM6GuOwX
Ee-aXyh0girY3Z22ZCIVsATIk6ceTBirbwanhhyza77Kc-rQgqbVKP1vw_n3IyE8FjfOFe3xuJ2p-_0
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Is everything that I think is true really true?

How do I know if something is true?
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Is everything that I think is true really true?

How do I know if something is true?

I am finite and fallible.  I need humility.

I have direct experience with it.

A trustworthy source has informed me.
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Truth cannot contradict truth

John Paul II to the Pontifical 
Academy of Science, 1996

https://cdn.britannica.com/68/198768-050-433728A6/John-Paul-II-1989.jpg https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/5cMMFtQwxHr2qOO_brP_FqvILtEwi2I3WWJ_75ioKIIh8
nZKxmCAleWLGetBI5hjJ5GDFuVozKOXVP2_HKVKXAks9H8cl_0Mu45qQx2weCI

Pope Leo XIII, Providentissimus Deus 
(On the Study of Holy Scripture), 23, 1893
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Is there a conflict
between science and Christianity?
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Is there a conflict
between science and Christianity?

Many argue that both cannot be true, you have to choose only one.
militant atheists and materialists
some Protestant denominations

~75% of young adult Catholics* believe there is a conflict.
A false dichotomy that is prominent in our culture.

*Manglos-Weber, N. and Smith, C., Understanding Former Young Catholics, University of Notre Dame, p. 15
https://churchlife-info.nd.edu/former-young-catholics-report-chris-smith-notre-dame 10

Faith and Truth in Science

Science’s articles of faith 
Nature is real
Nature is intelligible
Everything in nature has a cause

Assumed to be true
Unproven and unprovable

Scientific theory – best account of the available data
Provisional
Challenge to get closer to the truth
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Natural science and Christianity

Natural science seeks the truth about 
nature by careful observation and 

experimentation. 

What is the foundation upon which
Christianity exists?

https://static.sciencelearn.org.nz/images/images/000/000/426/embed/Child-looking-at-a-
plant20151022-1354-1lwakrk.jpg?1522294490 12

https://churchlife-info.nd.edu/former-young-catholics-report-chris-smith-notre-dame


The truth upon which Christianity exists

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/byx_YBLck0k/maxresdefault.jpg
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The truth upon which Christianity exists

http://clmcanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Jesus-Resurrection-Second-Aparition-caravaggio_thomas-e1366997305422.jpg
14

Christianity
“I am the way, the truth, and the life…” (Jn 14:6).

“Jesus is true God and true man.”
(Council of Chalcedon, 451 AD).

Jesus is the source of moral guidance.
“I am the light of the world.  No follower of mine shall ever walk 
in darkness; no he shall possess the light of life”  (Jn 8:12).

Jesus is my greatest lover.
“I am the good shepherd;  the good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep” (Jn 10:11).

The New American Bible, Copyright © 1970 by the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C.
15

The apostle’s creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

16



Science studies nature
Christianity passes on the way of Jesus

Science Christianity
Study nature Being a disciple of Jesus
Observe and measure 
nature

Responding well to our 
greatest lover

Experiment on nature Communicate with God 
through prayer

Critically examine 
claims about nature

Critically examine claims 
about spiritual reality
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Christianity and Science
Faith in my greatest lover, Jesus, as true god 
and true man does not come from science, 
philosophy, or literature, but from knowing Jesus.  

The next discoveries in science do not come 
from faith in Jesus, art, or literature, but from 
observation and experimentation with nature.

Faith and science are both among the important 
ways for understanding reality.

May we use faith, science, and all ways of 
knowing to seek the truth in love. 18

Truth

All people of good will can agree
to pursue truth in love.

The purpose of life is to learn how to love.

“…all the works of perfect Christian virtue spring from 
love and have no other objective than to arrive at love.”  

CCC 25
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5 messages

1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.
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Science is not materialism

Materialism is the belief that matter
and energy is all that exists.

Materialism and atheism are logically 
impossible according to the first two 

laws of thermodynamics.

The universe did not make itself.
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The science of thermodynamics requires
a transcendent creator

P1:  Everything in nature has a cause
P2:  Matter and Energy is conserved in all natural processes

First Law of Thermodynamics
Implies the universe has always existed

P3:  Energy tends to dissipate
Second Law of Thermodynamics
Implies the universe had a beginning and is dying

C:  A transcendent creator must exist who created the 
universe out of nothing
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Boulder on a mountain
Which came first?

1st Law, Conservation of energy:  Potential energy converted to kinetic energy
2nd Law, Energy tends to dissipate:  Rocks spontaneously fall down, not up
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A burning candle
Which came first?

1st Law, Conservation of energy: Potential energy converted to heat + light
2nd Law, Energy tends to dissipate: Heat + light spontaneously emitted, not absorbed
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Nuclear fusion at a star
Which came first?  Hydrogen  or  Helium + Heat + Light

Net Rxn:  4 1H                 4He  +  Heat  +  Light  +  2ν  +  2e+ 

Net Rxn:  4 1H                 4He  +  Heat  +  Light  +  2ν  +  2e+X

1st Law, Conservation of energy: Potential energy converted to heat + light
2nd Law, Energy tends to dissipate: Heat + Light spontaneously emitted, not absorbed 25

Perpetual motion machines of the first type 
violate the first law

Impossible because they create energy from nothing.
Energy output of a machine cannot exceed energy input.

Falling water turns wheel,
that turns the gear,
that turns the screw,
that lifts the water,
that falls to turn the wheel…
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Perpetual motion machines of the second type 
violate the second law

Impossible because they obtain energy from spontaneous flow 
of heat from cold to hot or spontaneous concentration of energy.

Energy spontaneously dissipates not concentrate.

Left side gets hot          Right side gets cold

27

1911, U.S. Patent Office
working model required for

perpetual motion machine applications
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The first two laws and the existence of the universe

1st Law implies that:
The universe has always existed.

2nd Law implies that:
The universe had a beginning.

If either law is not true, then a perpetual 
motion machine of either the first or second 

type could be made.
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The existence of the universe appears to violate one 
of the first two laws of thermodynamics.

The “Big Bang Theory” and “Inflation Theory”
do not go all the way back to the beginning. 30

Possible natural causes for the Big Bang?

1. Quantum fluctuations (Vilenkin, 2006)
Where did the quantum vacuum come from?
Where is all the antimatter?

2. A parallel universe
Where did the parallel universe come from?
All inflationary universe models have a beginning.

3. String theory, Superstrings, and M-theory
Where is the evidence?
Not a scientific theory without empirical evidence.

4. Gravity (Hawking and Mlodinow, 2010)
How can gravity exist if there is no universe?

31

Composition of the universe
4.9% ordinary matter, 26.6% dark matter,

68.5% dark energy

"Cosmological Composition – Pie Chart" by Ben Finney - Own work. Licensed under CC BY 3.0 via Wikimedia Commons -
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cosmological_Composition_%E2%80%93_Pie_Chart.svg#mediaviewer/File:Cosmological_Compositi
on_%E2%80%93_Pie_Chart.svg
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The science of thermodynamics requires
a transcendent creator

P1:  Everything in nature has a cause
P2:  Matter and Energy is conserved in all natural processes

First Law of Thermodynamics
Implies the universe has always existed

P3:  Energy tends to dissipate
Second Law of Thermodynamics
Implies the universe had a beginning and is dying

C:  A transcendent creator must exist who created the 
universe out of nothing

Transcendent—outside time, space, matter, and energy
33

The universe did not make itself.

34

Science pursues truth about nature.

Materialism advocates for an impossible belief.

Materialism and atheism are logically impossible.

Science is not materialism.

Science and Materialism

35

To believe in materialism is to believe in

perpetual motion machines.

36



Since antiquity philosophers have shown 
that a transcendent creator exits

384 – 322 BC Aristotle Change requires a changer which ultimately 
requires an unmoved mover

205 – 270 AD Plotinus Composite things ultimately require a 
noncomposite cause

354 – 430 AD Augustine Universals or abstract objects are ultimately 
grounded in the mind of God

1225 – 1274 AD Aquinas Contingent things require an uncaused cause 
for every moment of their existence

1646 – 1716 AD Leibniz Contingent things are intelligible and ultimately 
require a necessary being

https://cutateachings.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Aristotle-250x300.png
https://p.kindpng.com/picc/s/770-7701612_plotinus-plotinus-philosophy-hd-png-download.png
http://catholicnewsherald.com/images/stories/Ourfaith/st-augustine.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/33/212033-050-91EBF6C3/St-Thomas-Aquinas-poplar-tempera-Demidoff-Altarpiece.jpg
https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale

For a contemporary presentation see:
Edward Feser, Five proofs of the 
Existence of God, Ignatius Press, 2017.
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Anthony Flew, A trend setter in Academia

Anthony Flew – Theology and Falsification, 1950.
Religious statements cannot be regarded as meaningful, in that 
nothing drawn from experience can be regarded as falsifying them.

Flew ignores the experience of encountering God. 

Anthony Flew became what some have called the greatest atheist of 
twentieth century philosophy.  He was the leading atheistic thinker in 
the world for over 50 years.  

In 2004 he astonished the world announcing that he had come to 
believe in God.  He explains himself in, There is a God: How the 
World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind, 2007.

38

Anthony Flew’s new-found faith

Anthony Flew, with Roy Abraham Varghee, There is a God: How the World’s 
Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind, HarperCollins, 2007, pp85-88.

I now believe that the universe was brought into 
existence by an infinite Intelligence.  I believe that this 
universe’s intricate laws manifest what scientists have 
called the Mind of God.  I believe that life and 
reproduction originate in a divine Source.

Why do I believe this, given that I expounded and 
defended atheism for more than half a century?  The 
short answer is this:  this is the world picture…that has 
emerged from modern science.

I therefore put to my former fellow-atheists the simple 
central question:  ‘What would have to occur or to 
have occurred to constitute for you a reason to at least 
consider the existence of a superior Mind?

https://alchetron.com/cdn/antony-flew-240e6042-3304-4ac2-
a32c-402472dc4f1-resize-750.jpeg
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Assuming materialism is true,
miracles do not happen

No, materialism is false.
A transcendent creator is not bound by the laws of nature.

40

https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale
https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale
https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale
https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale
https://img.huffingtonpost.com/asset/5c9a87472300007d006d9378.jpeg?ops=scalefit_630_noupscale


John Henry Newman canonized 
on October 13, 2019

https://www.hwcdsb.ca/420500.jpg

Melissa Villalobos of Chicago became pregnant with 
her sixth child in the spring of 2013.  Early in her 
pregnancy she developed severe bleeding.  It was 
discovered that the placenta had a serious tear and 
the child was was not likely to survive.  Melissa was 
confined to bed rest to try to prevent further bleeding.  
One morning she woke to find that she was in a pool 
of blood.  Her husband was away on a business trip 
and not able to help.  She got to the bathroom, but
sensed that she had little time left before passing out 
when she called out “Cardinal Newman make the 
bleeding stop.”  She was instantly healed.  You can 
hear her story at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8WEgyznT5c https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/proxy/pKbOwma0xdZKcZFK5KYpqGE_-

5FlhxoM1XEPzV7U2y1d2b5wIJIP3CGmwf0Yy2WEsy3zd3tUoWDDpTb1WqThKk
D888s_AU0h5Hx-9tYCOWQGIQK1XsdBfdYNw4cAtDf7nWahX2hid6WyPVhk 41

Assuming materialism is true,
the soul is just brain activity

No, materialism is false.
The soul is not dependent on the brain.

The soul uses the brain and all other parts of the body.

Scientific studies of near-death experiences show
that the soul apart from the body can interact with the world.

42

Assuming materialism is true,
humans are just one more mammal

No, materialism is false.
Humans are unique among animals in being made in the 
image of God with an immortal, immaterial, rational soul.

43

Assuming materialism is true,
there is no free will

No, materialism is false.
Humans are made to learn how to love God

and love those whom God loves.
Only, creatures with a free will can choose to love.

We often squander our freedom—the ability to 
selflessly give of self in a relationship of love.

Instead, we treat freedom as a license for selfishness.
44

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8WEgyznT5c


Assuming materialism is true,
morality is just what a culture imposes

No, materialism is false.
Morality is to be discovered, not invented.

Goodness is grounded in the essence of the creator.

45

Assuming materialism is true,
the appearance of love is really selfishness

No, materialism is false.
True love is selfless surrender to the good of the beloved.

True love of God is selfless surrender to
the will of our greatest lover.

46

5 messages

1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.
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Evolution Timeline

1700s   Natural explanations for diversity of life:  
Spontaneous Generation
Transmutation

1799    Somerset Canal—geological strata, fossils
1824    Dinosaurs
1859    Darwin, On the Origin of Species, Natural Selection

Compatible with creator who established laws of nature
1896    Radioactivity discovered—able to measure age of earth
1940s  neo-Darwinism—Mendelian Genetics + Natural Selection

Evolution has a credible natural explanation

48



William Smith supervises construction of
the Somerset Canal, 1794-1799

1) Needed to have non-porous layer in bottom of canal
2) Observed a common layered pattern of geological strata
3) Fossils useful for defining strata
4) Able to use surface strata to predict depth of cut needed
5) Fossils in upper most strata most similar to current organisms
6) Deeper the strata, the more different the fossils
7) Conclusion:  life on earth had changed over time
8) Published a complete geologic map of England in 1815

http://www.washingtonimaging.co.uk/cycling/Lond_bristol/Coal%20Canal.jpg http://ffden-2.phys.uaf.edu/webproj/212_spring_2015/Rafael_Orozco/rafael_orozco/faunalsucessionl.jpg
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First scientific description of a dinosaur
In 1824, Fossil hunter William 
Buckland described fossils he 
named Megalosaurus.  He thought 
it was an extinct, carnivorous lizard.  
The term dinosaur, meaning terrible 
lizard, was first used by Sir Richard 
Owen in 1842.

https://discovery.sndimg.com/content/dam/images/discovery/editorial/Curio
sity/2020/3/First_Dinosaur_Fossil_Biodiversity_Heritage_Library_SQ.png.re
nd.hgtvcom.616.616.suffix/1583685182860.png

https://d3mvlb3hz2g78.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/thumb_
280_186_First_Dinosaur_Bone_head_xl_39421424_(Custom).jpg 50

Darwin proposes natural selection to account for 
the origin of species

Origin of Species, by Charles Darwin (1859) is the first 
scientifically respectable description of evolution.  It proposes 
a natural mechanism for how species are formed.  

Most Christians considered evolution as a possible way God 
used secondary causes to bring about his intensions.  

A minority of Christians had accepted the recent trend to treat 
the first creation account in the book of Genesis as history.  
These became a desired sparing partner for militant atheists.  

Henry in Ferngren, page 342 51

A literal interpretation of the Genesis creation story 
became untenable in the 19th century

Earth is much older than 6,000 years
erosion, new islands, mountains, valleys

Fossils show very different past creatures
Fossils show new species appear
Fossils show species become extinct

Georges Cuvier (1769-1832)
Founding father of paleontology

Bowler and Henry in Ferngren, pages 206-207. https://assets.sutori.com/user-uploads/image/3be94077-d893-49f8-801f-
56977d89f4e4/7460860cce871866e3aedbb460fbbf58.png

Woolly mammoth
52



Appearance of major groups of animals and 
plants over time

http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/fossils/fig11.gif
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Geographically unique species linked to
unique species of the past

The armadillo like the extinct Glyptodon and Doedicurus are only found in the 
Americas.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Doedicurus_BW.jpg

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Glyptodon-1.jpg

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b4/Nine-
banded_Armadillo.jpg/1280px-Nine-banded_Armadillo.jpg
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Geographically 
isolated species
1600 species of cacti 
are only found in the 
Americas and have 
evolved from a 
common ancestor.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/user-media.venngage.com/e108abcdcf17ddcd3c0404be66b00d55.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/Various_Cactaceae.jpg 55

5 messages

1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.
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The beginning of Genesis was never 
intended as history or science

Gen 1:1-2:4a is inconsistent with literal details 
in the creation account in Gen 2:4b-25.

Gen 1:1-2:4a Gen 2:4b-25
plants and animals 

before humans
humans before

plants and animals

57

Genesis 1:1-2:4a is an anti-myth

Monotheism is proclaimed, counters pagan beliefs

Each day dismisses groups of pagan gods
1. gods of light and darkness
2. gods of sky and sea
3. gods of earth and vegetation
4. gods of sun, moon and stars
5. &  6.  sacred animals

58

The first chapters of Genesis should not be 
treated as literal history, Augustine

There is a longstanding Christian tradition that has preferred 
the concept that living things were not created thought 
individual miracles (special creation), but by God through 
secondary causes.  

Augustine (354-430 AD) thought that requiring multiple 
miraculous interventions by God diminished God’s wisdom 
and foresight.  He considered God most capable of creating a 
universe that through secondary causes would give rise to 
the diversity found in nature, including the many living things.  

59

The first chapters of Genesis should not be 
treated as literal history, Aquinas

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) “acknowledged 
that, on the surface, the notion of special 
(successive) creation seemed to be more in 
accord with what the Book of Genesis says.  
But he concluded that St. Augustine’s 
explanation was more in accord with reason 
and was preferable as an explanation of the 
literal meaning of Genesis.”
(Baglow, page 189)
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St. Augustine (354-430) on using scripture
to counter other ways of knowing

“[It] is a disgraceful and dangerous thing for unbelievers 
to hear a Christian presumably giving the meaning of 
Holy Scripture, talking nonsense on [scientific 
subjects]… If they find a Christian mistaken in a field 
which they themselves know well and hear him 
maintaining his foolish opinions about our books, how 
are they going to believe those books in matters 
concerning the resurrection of the dead, the hope of 
eternal life, and the kingdom of heaven…?”
(Baglow page 54 and reference 20) 61

St. Augustine (354-430) on using scripture
to counter other ways of knowing

“For then, to defend their foolish and obviously 
untrue statements, [some believers] will try to call 
upon Holy Scripture for proof and even recite 
from memory many passages which they think 
support their position, although they understand 
neither what they say nor the things about which 
they make assertion.” 
(Baglow page 54 and reference 20)

62

General principle
for interpreting the Bible

The Bible uses the language of the time, 
including the common understanding of 
nature, to confront error and teach 
important truth about God, humanity, 
morality, and the supernatural.

CCC 107, 109-117 63

The origin of humans

https://www.fieldmuseum.org/sites/default/files/Magdalenian%20Girl.jpg

Skeleton of "Magdalenian Girl" as displayed in the permanent exhibit 
Evolving Planet at the Field Museum, Chicago 13,000-11,000 BC 64



Members of the Genus Homo and similar primates

https://www.fieldmuseum.org/sites/default/files/Hominid%20Tree_2.jpg 65

Creation of Adam and Eve
The beginning of humanity

Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness” (Gen 1:26).

Then the Lord God formed man of dust 
from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul (Gen 2:7).

RSV, Ignatius Ed., 2006.

66

The human soul
“Since God is purely spiritual, then it is clear that his breathing 
into man’s nostrils symbolizes God giving to humanity a level 
of existing and acting that is spiritual as well.  The spiritual 
principle in man is the human soul” (Baglow, p. 204).
1. immaterial and immortal
2. ability to reason, to know truth
3. self determining with limits, free will
4. ability to love like God 

giving a gift of self for the good of another
capable of communion, a commitment of self to others

5. morally responsible 67

The gift of an eternal soul distinguishes
Adam and Eve from ancestors

Made in the image of God

https://41.media.tumblr.com/aab4d372c3a1b24a382692bfbcade8e8/tumblr_mhgkb6W5nQ1rj0vpfo1_500.jpg

“As the image of God, human 
beings share the world with 
other creatures but are 
distinguished from them by 
reason, free will, and love” 
(Baglow, page 213). 
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Paleoanthropology and the earliest humans 

When did human rationality (Adam & Eve) first occurs?

Between 70,000 and 45,000 years ago a sudden change 
occurred, Homo sapiens began making complex tools, 
ornaments, and flutes. They buried the dead with rituals, 
developed trade networks, developed culture, and show 
the capacity for symbolism which implies language.  By 
35,000 years ago Homo sapiens had settled in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and Australia. 

(Baglow, 2012, pages 251-253; Dunbar, 2016, pages 15, 383)
69

Human uniqueness and human dignity

Paleoanthropology suggests that humans are not the product of an 
instantaneous, miraculous calling forth from the dust of the earth and 
thereby set apart from the rest of animal life.  We appear to have a 
biological heritage that includes non-human life.  However, this path to 
our existence does not diminish the love and care that our creator has 
for us, or the deep personal relationship that he desires to have with us.  

Our most unique characteristic as humans is our being made in 
the image of God with an immortal soul and not the mechanism by 
which our physical bodies came to be.  

Morality, responsibility, selfless love, and human rights are 
founded not on our material, but on our spiritual heritage.  

70

Evolution is a credible natural explanation
for the diversity of life that is compatible with faith

http://www.spindriftpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Evolutionary-Tree-Simplified-copy.jpg
71

Creation and evolution are complementary 

Creation and evolution are like faith and reason.  It is an 
error to view them as opposed to each other because 
they are instead complimentary ways of 
understanding different aspects of reality. 

Faith in creation says that we are not the result of blind 
chance, but rather the result of freedom and love by the 
choice of God.  

“[T]he natural sciences…explain how the tree of life in 
particular continues to grow and how new branches 
shoot out from it.  This is not a matter for faith.” 

Benedict XVI, 1995, In the Beginning…’ A Catholic Understanding 
of the Story of Creation and the Fall, pages 50-56. 
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Understanding both creation and evolution

Selfless love
Forgiveness
My greatest lover

Origin of species
Diversity of life

http://www.spindriftpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Evolutionary-Tree-Simplified-copy.jpg

http://saintjosephstore.com/shop/crucifix-by-ado-santini-19-made-in-italy/
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1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.
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The Society of Catholic Scientists

An international organization founded in June of 2016 
to foster fellowship among Catholic scientists and to 
witness to the harmony of faith and reason.  It has 
over 1600 members in over 50 countries.

Web resource for science and Catholicism.

https://www.catholicscientists.org/about
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Important Catholic Scientists of the Past
Society of Catholic Scientists

https://www.catholicscientists.org/catholic-scientists-of-the-past

Five criteria used:

1. Include only scientists for whom we have found clear and reliable evidence 
that they were believing and practicing Catholics.

2. Include only scientists who made important contributions or breakthroughs;
3. Explain in a broadly accessible and scientifically accurate way what makes 

each of these scientists important in the history of science, and where 
possible give some biographical details that reflect their faith;

4. Make the biographies brief, readable, and concise (~300 words);
5. Make the biographies historically accurate and balanced.

--- Stephen M. Barr and Andrew Kassebaum
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91 Important Catholic Scientists of the Past
Society of Catholic Scientists

https://www.catholicscientists.org/catholic-scientists-of-the-past

Émile Picard
Vincenzo Riccati
Gregorio Ricci
Giovanni Battista Riccioli
Clemens Roothaan
Paul Sabatier
Giovanni Girolamo Saccheri
Christoph Scheiner
Theodor Schwann
Angelo Secchi
Ignaz Semmelweis
Jean-Baptiste Senderens
Lazzaro Spallanzani
Josef Stefan
Bl. Nicolas Steno
Sir Hugh Stott Taylor
Evangelista Torricelli
Andreas Vesalius
Alessandro Volta
John von Neumann
Edmund T. Whittaker
Theodor Wulf

Maria Gaetana Agnesi
Saint Albert the Great
André-Marie Ampère
Amedeo Avogadro
Laura Bassi
Jacques Philippe Marie Binet
Jean-Baptiste Biot
Bernard Bolzano
Rudjer Boscovic
Joseph Boussinesq
Thomas Bradwardine
Henri Breuil
Bertram N. Brockhouse
Jean Buridan
Nicola Cabibbo
Giovanni Domenico Cassini
Benedetto Castelli
Augustin-Louis Cauchy
Bonaventura Cavalieri
Michel Eugène Chevreul
Christopher Clavius
Nicolaus Copernicus
Gaspard-Gustave de Coriolis

Clyde Cowan
Nicholas of Cusa
Ennio De Giorgi
Charles de la Vallée Poussin
Thaddäus Derfflinger
René Descartes
Pierre Duhem
Jean-Baptiste Dumas
Gyula Fényi
Pierre de Fermat
Hippolyte Fizeau
Edith M. Flanigen
Léon Foucault
Joseph von Fraunhofer
Augustin-Jean Fresnel
Galileo Galilei
Luigi Galvani
Dorothy Garrod
Pierre Gassendi
Victor Grignard
Francesco Grimaldi
René-Just Haüy
Charles Hermite

Karl F. Herzfeld
Victor Hess
Corneille Heymans
Camille Jordan
Wilhelm Killing
Stephanie L. Kwolek
René Laennec
Henry Louis Le Chatelier
Xavier Le Pichon
Urbain Le Verrier
Jérôme Lejeune
Georges Lemaître
James Macelwane
Marcello Malpighi
Gregor Mendel
Marin Mersenne
Giovanni Battista Morgagni
Joseph E. Murray
Charles Nicolle
Julius A. Nieuwland
Nicole Oresme
Blaise Pascal
Giuseppe Piazzi 77

André-Marie Ampère
André-Marie Ampère  (1775-1836)  is one of the 
principal architects of the theory of electromagnetism. 
Ampère married in 1799, but was widowed after only a 
few years and moved with his infant son to Paris to take a 
position at the École Polytechnique, eventually becoming 
a professor of mathematics there.  

In 1820, After learning of the accidental discovery by Hans 
Christian Oersted that an electrical current in a wire can 
cause a nearby compass needle to move, Ampère began 
a series of experimental researches that culminated in his 
1823 discovery of Ampère's Law.  This mathematical 
law describes the magnetic force between two pieces of 
wire that are carrying electrical current.  It is the 
fundamental force law for magnetostatics.  The most 
commonly used unit of electrical current is called the 
ampere (or “amp” for short).

https://www.catholicscientists.org/catholic-scientists-of-the-past/andre-marie-ampere
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André-Marie Ampère
Ampère was a sincere and devout Catholic believer. He was a mentor 
of Bl. Frédéric Ozanam, the main founder of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, who stayed with the Ampère family for a period. 

“On the day of his wife's death he wrote two verses from the Psalms, 
and the prayer ‘O Lord, God of Mercy, unite me in heaven with those 
whom you have permitted me to love on earth.’ Serious doubts 
harassed him at times and made him very unhappy. Then he would 
take refuge in the reading of the Bible and the Fathers of the Church. 
‘Doubt,’ he says in a letter to a friend, ‘is the greatest torment that a 
man suffers on earth.’”  

According to Charles Augustin Sainte-Beuve, historian, and 
contemporary of Ampère, Ampère’s doubts subsided over time and 
he attained in his own mind “an alliance of faith and science, of belief 
and hope in human thought and adoration before the Revealed 
Word.”  

Ampère wrote, “We can see only the works of the Creator, but 
through them we rise to a knowledge of the Creator Himself.”

https://www.catholicscientists.org/catholic-scientists-of-the-past/andre-marie-ampere
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1100-1500, Ecclesial scientist leaders

(Baglow, Ch 4, pages 68-70) 

Robert
Grosseteste

1168-1253 Bishop Combined math and experiment to study 
optics

Roger Bacon 1214-1294 Monk Invented telescope

St. Albert the 
Great

1200-1280 Bishop Brought Greek and Arabic science into
European universities, taxonomist

Thomas 
Bradwardine

1290-1349 Arch-
bishop

Sought mathematical laws of motion to
correct errors of Aristotle

Nicholas 
Oresme

1329-1392 Bishop Advanced math, physics, astronomy, and 
much more

Nicholas Cusa 1401-1464 Cardinal Proposed earth and sun in motion in 
infinite space and intelligent life on other 
planets

Nicolas 
Copernicus

1473-1543 Canon Sun centered solar system
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1500-1700, Ecclesial scientist leaders

(Baglow, Ch 4, pages 71-75) 

Christoph
Scheiner

1573-1650 Jesuit
Priest

Co-discovered sunspots, showed sun is 
rotating on a tilted axis

Niccolo
Zucchi

1586-1670 Jesuit
Priest

Built first reflecting telescope in 1616

Giambattista
Riccioli

1598-1671 Jesuit
Priest

First to observe a binary star;
Mapped surface of the moon

Francesco
Grimaldi

1618-1663 Jesuit
Priest

Discovered diffraction of light;
Mapped surface of the moon

Marin 
Mersenne

1588-1648 Mininite
Priest

Invented reflecting telescope; 
Father of acoustics;
Organized Academia Parisiensis

Benedetto
Castelli

1578-1643 Benedictine
Priest

Founded hydrolics

Bonaventura
Cavalieri

1598-1647 Jesuate
Priest

Devised method for calculating area and 
volume for geometric figures

Bl. Nicholas
Steno

1638-1686 Bishop Major contributions to anatomy, 
paleontology, geology, crystallography
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1700-2000, Ecclesial scientist leaders

(Baglow, Ch 4, pages 75-76) 

Lazzaro
Spallanzani

1729-1799 Priest Investigated digestion, blood circulation, limb 
regeneration, fertilization, respiration;
Disproved spontaneous generation

Rene-Just
Haüy

1743-1822 Priest Founder of crystallography

Giuseppe 
Piazzi

1746-1826 Priest Discovered the first and largest asteroid

Bernhard 
Bolzano

1781-1858 Priest Famous mathematician

Pietro Angelo 
Secchi

1818-1878 Priest Co-founder of astrophysics;
Invented star classification by spectroscopy

Gregor Mendel 1822-1884 Priest
Monk

Founded genetics

Henri Breuil 1877-1961 Priest Famous paleontologist

Julius
Nieuwland

1878-1936 Priest Chemist who developed synthetic rubber

Georges 
Lemaître

1894-1966 Priest Co-creator of Big Bang theory
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5 messages

1. Faith is fully compatible with science.

2. Materialism is contrary to science.

3. How Evolution became credible.

4. Evolution is compatible with Christianity.

5. The Catholic Church is a patron of science.
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Believe everything that the Catholic 
Church teaches

Some highly educated people contradict the 
teachings of the church.

“There are other ways to understand that.”

Jesus promised to be with and guide his church.
He did not make this promise to a church of my own making.

Mt 16:18-20, 28:20; CCC 1-2, 80-83, 552-553, 816, 834, 849 84



Closing Prayer
Dearest lord Jesus,
Open our eyes that we may see your beauty
and the beauty of everything that you have created.
Open our ears that we may hear your voice.
Open our minds that we may understand truth.
Soften our hearts that we may better love as you love,
seeking good for every person that we encounter today.
Fill us with confidence in your love that conquers all fear
and overcomes every hardship.
Fashion us into the persons that you desire that we become.
Thy will be done in all things.
I love you lord Jesus, our greatest lover.
Dearest Lord Jesus,
Keep us close to your heart. 85
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