
 

 



 

 

From the catechism: 
The literal sense is the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture and discovered by exegesis, 
following the rules of sound interpretation: "All other senses of Sacred Scripture are based on the 
literal." 
The spiritual sense. Thanks to the unity of God's plan, not only the text of Scripture but also the 
realities and events about which it speaks can be signs. 

1. The allegorical sense. We can acquire a more profound understanding of events by recognizing 
their significance in Christ; thus the crossing of the Red Sea is a sign or type of Christ's victory 
and also of Christian Baptism. 
2. The moral sense. The events reported in Scripture ought to lead us to act justly. As St. Paul 
says, they were written "for our instruction". 
3. The anagogical sense (Greek: anagoge, "leading"). We can view realities and events in terms 
of their eternal significance, leading us toward our true homeland: thus the Church on earth is a 
sign of the heavenly Jerusalem. 



 

 

About Matthew 
 The image associated with Matthew is the angel. 

 Matthew is called Levi in both Mark and Luke. 
Whether this was his tribal name or Matthew was 
his Greek name is uncertain.  

 Matthew was a tax collector and these men were 
looked down upon as dishonest. 

 Matthean Primacy? 

 Matthew was seen as being the first Gospel 
written until the 19th century 

 Matthew was probably written in Hebrew or 
Aramaic-evidence for it being first 

 Matthew can be dated as early as 42 and as 
late as the 90s.  

 Matthew writes to Jews: 

 Concern for establishing Jesus as the Messiah 

 Quotes the Old Testament a lot 

 Petrine Primacy 

 Peter walks on water 

 Peter receives the keys 

 Matthew  

 According to most traditions he preached in Ethiopia (south of the Caspian Sea [not in Africa]) where he 
was martyred.  

Unique to Matthew 
 

Narrative episodes: 
 

 Entire infancy narrative (1:18-25, 2:1-23) 

 Peter walks on water (14:28-33) 

 Judas' remorse, suicide, purchase of Field of Blood 
(27:3-10) 

 Dream of Pilate's wife (27:19) 

 Pilate washes his hands (27:24-25) 

 Opening of tombs of patriarchs at crucifixion (27:52-
53) 

 Guarding of Jesus' tomb (27:62-66) 

 Bribery of guards to ensure their silence (28:11-15) 

 Appearance to eleven (28:16-20) 
 

Parables: 
 

 Kingdom of Heaven likened to field sown with weeds 
(13:24-30) 

 Interpretation of same parable (13:36-43) 

 Net that gathered fish of all kinds (13:47-50) 

 Treasure hidden in field, pearl of great price (13:44-
46) 

 The unforgiving servant (18:23-35) 

 The Laborers in the vineyard (20: 1-16) 

 The two sons (21:28-32) 

 The wise and the foolish virgins (25:1-13) 
 

 

 

Teachings: 
 

 Beatitudes on meek, merciful, pure in heart, 
peacemakers (5:5-9) 

 On continued force of Law of Moses (5:17-20) 

 Against anger toward brother (5:21-24) 

 Against oaths (5:33-37) 

 Against hypocrisy in almsgiving and prayer (6:1-8) 

 Against hypocrisy in fasting (6:16-18) 

 [To disciples] Go not to Gentiles and Samaritans but 
to "lost sheep of Israel" (10:5-7) 

 The persecution to come (10:17-23) 

 "Come to me all who labor . . . for my yoke is easy, 
my burden light" (11:28) 

 Every scribe trained for the kingdom like the 
householder with things new and old (13:51-52) 

 The primacy of Peter among the apostles (16:17-19) 

 Teaching against scribes and Pharisees (23:1-36) [far 
milder versions in Mark 12:38-40, Luke 20:45-47] 

 The Last Judgment (25:31-46) 

 Appearance to the eleven, their commissioning to 
preach and baptize all the world (28:16-20) 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 
the customs post. He said to him, "Follow me." And he got up and 

followed him.“  Matthew 9:9 



 

 

The Synoptic Gospels 

Augustinian Hypothesis Two Source Hypothesis 



 

 

THE INFANCY NARRATIVE AND EARLY MINISTRY (Matthew 1-4) 
 

The Genealogy of Jesus 
 
 Matthew’s genealogy begins with Abraham and works forward while Luke begins with Joseph and works back. 
 Matthew begins with Abraham while Luke 

goes all the way back to Adam and God. 
 There is a discrepancy between Matthew 

and Luke’s account of Jesus’ genealogy: 
 Matthew traces through Joseph’s line 

by using Solomon after David. 
 Luke follows Mary using Nathan. 
 Each also has a different father for 

Joseph. Matthew uses the Jewish 
understanding and makes Joseph the 
son of Heli while Luke follows a non-
Jewish rendering with Jacob.  

  Matthew uses the number 14 in his 
genealogy.  
 We should look at this as using the 

number 7-the number of perfection. 
 He uses what he sees as the major 

events in Jewish history as the 
backdrop of his genealogy: the call of 
Abraham, the establishing of the monarchy, the Babylonian exile and the coming of the Messiah. 

 It does appear that Matthew deliberately left out some names from the genealogy to make his numbering: 
Ahaziah, Jehoash and Amaziah between Jehoram and Uzziah.  

 Technically, Matthew only includes 13 in his third stanza (from Salathiel [Shealtiel] to Jesus). This can be 
understood by inserting Mary from whom Jesus took all of his humanity.   

 Matthew has 4 women included in his genealogy. Three are definitely foreigners (Ruth, Tamar and Rahab).  
Bathsheba is assumed to be a foreigner as she was married to Uriah, the Hittite. 

 Amos probably refers to King Amon and not the prophet.  The inclusion of Josiah as his son makes this all but 
certain.  

 
The Infancy Narrative 
 
 In Matthew it is Joseph and not Mary who is recipient of a divine message. He is told to take Mary as his wife and 

later he is told to take the Holy Family to Egypt.  
 The angel quotes Isaiah 7:14 when delivering his message to Joseph which will signify a tie to Isaiah’s 

suffering servant songs that Matthew will stress. 
 The name Emmanuel, “God is with us”, is a sign that God is ever-present. He is there in the midst of all things. 

It also alludes to the promise of Jesus to be with his apostles “until the end of the age”.  
 It is fitting that Jesus bears the name Emmanuel both in the beginning of the Gospel and the end. This signifies 

that there is not time at which Jesus is not with us.  
 Matthew stresses time and again that Jesus is the fulfillment of what was promised to the Jews.  

 It is Joseph in Matthew who finds favor with God and thus bears the title of “righteous”.  
 Joseph is also the one who is active in Matthew.  In Luke, Mary makes haste to Elizabeth but in Matthew it is 

Joseph who takes Mary and Jesus to Egypt. 
 The wise men from the east are usually given the names of Caspar, 

Melchior and Balthazar). 
The word used in the Greek for them is μάγο which is root of the word 
magic.  Hence, they are called Magi or magicians.  Originally this term 
was used for the learned priestly class of Persians but later became used 
for anyone with a skill with the occult (hence our word magician). 
Matthew’s connection with the star means they were probably skilled in 
astrology.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus. Mt 1:25 
 

 Heos in Greek is usually  render until in English but is simply used to indicate a select amount of time. It does not 
imply a change in the future.   

-2 Sam 6:23 And so Saul's daughter Michal was childless until the day of her death.  
-Jn 9:18 Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the 
parents of the one who had gained his sight..  
-1Tim 4:13 Until I arrive, attend to the reading, exhortation, and teaching.  
 

* “And when he had taken her, he knew her not, till she had brought forth her first-born Son.’ He hath here used the word till,’ 
not that thou shouldest suspect that afterwards he did know her, but to inform thee that before the birth the Virgin was wholly 
untouched by man. But why then, it may be said, hath he used the word, till’? Because it is usual in Scripture often to do this, 
and to use this expression without reference to limited times. For so with respect to the ark likewise, it is said, The raven returned 
not till the earth was dried up.’ And yet it did not return even after that time. And when discoursing also of God, the Scripture 
saith, From age until age Thou art,’ not as fixing limits in this case. And again when it is preaching the Gospel beforehand, and 
saying, In his days shall righteousness flourish, and abundance of peace, till the moon be taken away,’ it doth not set a limit to 
this fair part of creation. So then here likewise, it uses the word “till,” to make certain what was before the birth, but as to what 
follows, it leaves thee to make the inference.” John Chrysostom, Gospel of Matthew, V:5 (A.D. 370).  
 

Is he not the carpenter's son? Is not his mother named Mary and his brothers 

James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? Mt 13:55 
 

 There are two solutions given to the problem of Jesus’ brothers and sisters. Both can be correct at the same time.  
 St. Jerome discussed this problem in 4th Century and he favored both solutions to the problem. 

 Jesus and his fellow Jews spoke in Aramaic which has no word for family members that are not one’s brother 
or father. His “brothers and sisters” refer to a family relation but not to a blood brother. 

 The Protoevangelium of James was written in the middle of the 2nd century and provides a different point of 
view. 
 Joseph was an older man who married Mary as her legal guardian and to give her access to the Temple.  
 He had children from a previous and deceased wife. 

 

* “But as we do not deny what is written, so we do reject what is not written. We believe that God was born of the Virgin, 
because we read it. That Mary was married after she brought forth, we do not believe, because we do not read it. Nor do we say 
this to condemn marriage, for virginity itself is the fruit of marriage; but because when we are dealing with saints we must not 
judge rashly. If we adopt possibility as the standard of judgment, we might maintain that Joseph had several wives because 
Abraham had, and so had Jacob, and that the Lord’s brethren were the issue of those wives, an invention which some hold with a 
rashness which springs from audacity not from piety. You say that Mary did not continue a virgin: I claim still more, that Joseph 
himself on account of Mary was a virgin, so that from a virgin wedlock a virgin son was born. For if as a holy man he does not 
come under the imputation of fornication, and it is nowhere written that he had another wife, but was the guardian of Mary 
whom he was supposed to have to wife rather than her husband, the conclusion is that he who was thought worthy to be called 
father of the Lord, remained a virgin.” Jerome, The Perpetual Virginity of Mary Against Helvedius, 21 (A.D. 383).  
 

 The Magi are seeking a king. Jesus is the king. 
 Herod, the puppet king installed by the Romans, attempts to 

use duplicity to fool the Magi into revealing the newborn 
king. 
 We cannot trick God 
 The Magi, like Joseph, are given insight in a dream and 

return by a different route.  
 The Magi enter and do the real king homage.  

 Significant because these men are gentiles. 
 This foreshadows the mission to the gentiles.  

 The gifts of the Magi 
 The gifts of the Magi are foreshadowed in Psalm 72:10 

as well as in Isaiah 60:6. 
 Gold-Royalty: that the newborn child is indeed a king. 
 Frankincense-Sacrifice: many of the Jewish sacrifices 

(particularly meat offerings) were covered in 
frankincense. 

 Myrrh-death: Myrrh is aromatic and was used in Jewish burials. As an extra allusion to his death, Jesus is 
offered wine mixed with myrrh while on the cross. 

 
 

- 



 

 

 If we take these three together, we come to the cross. Jesus, arms extended to all, suffers for his people. He has 
his title, “King of the Jews”, above his head, he is the sacrificial offering who will be buried only to rise again. 

 

 Joseph is warned to take the child to Egypt because Herod is looking for him to put him to death.   
 “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

 Hosea11:1 speaks to calling Israel, God’s son, out of 
Egypt. 

 Here the tie is made that Jesus is God’s own son 
whom he also calls from Egypt. 

 In his desire to destroy the King of the Jews, Herod 
orders all the male children under two to be killed. 

 In doing so, Herod unwittingly ties Jesus to Moses. This 
will become more evident in Matthew 5.  

 After another message from an angel, Joseph brings 
Mary and Jesus out of Egypt but upon hearing that 
Archelaus was the ruler in Jerusalem, Joseph took the 
Holy Family to Galilee. 

 He will be called a Nazorean 
 Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament nor 

is anyone called a Nazorean. 
 Matthew is probably referring to the “bud of Jesse” 

mentioned in Isaiah 11. 
 “Bud” in Hebrew is “neser”.  
 It could also be an allusion to “nazir” which means “to consecrate”.  

 

 John preaches near the Jordan River in the wilderness.  This is probably not far from Qumran where the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were uncovered. 

 By the Jordan River which was a sign of God’s 
deliverance.  

 Belonged to a sect called the Essenes. 

 They viewed Jerusalem as corrupt and went 
into the wilderness to escape what they saw as 
contamination to the faith. 

 John’s proclamation of the kingdom of God and 
his encouragement to repent foreshadows Jesus’ 
own proclamation. 

 John’s appearance in the desert and the description 
of his garments is meant to invoke the image of 
Elijah. 

 2 Kings 1:8 Elijah is described as wearing a 
hairy garment with a leather belt. 

 Malachi 3:23 & 24 state that Elijah will return 
before the coming of the Lord.  

 Jesus himself says that John the Baptist was Elijah. We should look at this not as the 2nd bodily coming of Elijah 
but that John came in the spirit of Elijah-to accomplish the same goal. 

 The words John utters do indeed herald the coming of the Lord. They are a quote from Isaiah 40:3. 

 John seemingly takes up the mantle of Elijah by stating that one is coming after him that will baptize with fire and 
the Holy Spirit.  

 John’s baptism vs. Jesus baptism 

 John’s was symbolic-an outward gesture of repentance. 

 John’s baptism does not include the gift of the Holy Spirit that comes with Jesus’ baptism. 

 Why is Jesus baptized if he does not have sin? 

 To fulfill all righteousness 

 He is a devout Jew who observes the Law and thus does everything to live a good Jewish life. 

 The Trinity is on full display: The Father’s voice, the Son is baptized and the Spirit descends. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jesus relives the Old Testament 

 40 is the number of testing in the OT 

 Israel (Ex 4:22) & Jesus are both called God’s son 

 Both temptations are preceded by a baptism (Ex. 14) 

 Israel fails its temptation while Christ succeeds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Zebulun and Naphtali: these were two of the original 12 tribes. 

 The areas in which they lived were among the first to be conquered and decimated by the Assyrian invasion. It is 
fitting then that Jesus begins gathering the tribes in the area in which they were first scattered. 

 

 

The tempter approached and said to him, 
"If you are the Son of God, command that 
these stones become loaves of bread." 

 

Then the devil took him to the holy city, 
and made him stand on the parapet of the 
temple, and said to him, "If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down. For it 
is written: 'He will command his angels 
concerning you and 'with their hands they 
will support you, lest you dash your foot 
against a stone.'" 

 

Then the devil took him up to a very high 
mountain, and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in their 
magnificence, and he said to him, "All 
these I shall give to you, if you will 
prostrate yourself and worship me."  

 
 
 

He said in reply, "It is  
written: 'One does not live  
by bread alone, but by       
every word that comes  
forth from the mouth  
of God.'" 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus answered him, "Again it is written, 
'You shall not put the Lord, your God, to 
the test.'" 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At this, Jesus said to him, "Get away, 
Satan! It is written: 'The Lord, your God, 
shall you worship and him alone shall you 
serve.'" 

Satan quotes 

Psalm 91 but he 

does so 

violating the 

meaning of the 

text.  He offers 

a reading of the 

text that tests 

God. 

Jesus responds 

with his own 

quote from 

Psalm 91 but 

with the trust 

and faith the 

text encourages. 

Own Things 

Own God 

Own Men 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus begins to collect the men that would become the 12 apostles with Peter and Andrew.  Later he would also 
call James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 

 The answer to the call of Jesus is “immediate”. They laid down their nets and followed him. 

 From now on I will make you fishers of men.  The apostles will continue the mission of Jesus to call all men to 
Christ. 

 The preaching of the apostles and their successors will continue throughout the centuries.  

 Jesus goes out to preach to all of Galilee.  

Tasks of the Messiah 

1. Gather the tribes 

 

2. Cleanse the Temple 

 

3. Defeat the enemies of 

Israel 

4. Reign as Lord of the 

nations 

THE  

DECAPOLIS 

(10 CITIES) 



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 1-4 
 
Who in Jesus genealogy jumps out to you? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew stresses that Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises made to the Jews. How were fulfillment 

of these promises more than the Jews of Jesus’ day even dared to hope? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is important about the visit of the Magi? What do their gifts indicate? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is important about the preaching of John the Baptist? Who does he come in the spirit of? What 
is important about the location of his preaching? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can learn about Satan from the temptation of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT (Matthew 5-7) 

 Jesus is the new Moses who ascends the mountain to deliver the Law. The new Law does not change the law of 
the Old Testament but brings it to fulfillment. “Love is the fulfillment of the Law.” Romans 13:10 

 Makarios is the Greek word that we translate as “blessed”. This indicates that someone will receive a blessing. 
Jesus is proposing a new way of life-the life of blessing. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 Salt and Light: To be salt is to preserve the world with peace and the word of the Gospel. They are 

also called to season the world-to bring about a new way of looking at things as salt adds a richer 
flavor to food so the Gospel brings life to its fullness. Light: the apostles are to bring the 
revelation of God to those who dwell in the darkness of sin.  
 Salt is also related to the priesthood of Aaron and his descendants (Num 18:19) which gives 

this section a priestly quality. 
 Light relates to the OT vocation of Israel to make the truth and justice of God shine to all 

nations.  
 
 

The beatitudes are given to us so that 

we can break free from those things 

that we can substitute for God.  

He began to teach them  

   Matthew  5:2 



 

 

 Jesus does not do away with the Law but fulfills it. Again, the Law finds its fulfillment in the love: that of God and 
of neighbor. The OT laws were aimed toward one of these two goals. 

 

 In each of these laws from the Old Testament Jesus moves the battle to the heart of man. Love must be the law by 
which we are to live. The external actions are the embodiment of sin residing in the soul that must be plucked out. 

 “Pluck out an eye”-Jesus uses alarming imagery to underscore the severity of sin. We must not only seek to 
eliminate sinful actions but their root within our hearts. The near occasion of sin must be met to conquer sin 
completely.  

 
 Jesus affirms the three works of mercy 

honored by the Jews (Tobit 12:8-10): 
almsgiving (6:2-4), prayer (6:5-15) and 
fasting (6:16-18). 

 In secret: Jesus asks us not to be like 
the hypocrites who put on a persona of 
fidelity but to develop an interior 
relationship with God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You have heard it said… 

You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to 
judgment  

 

 

You shall not commit adultery  

 

Whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of divorce  

 

 

Do not take a false oath, but make good to the Lord all 
that you vow  

 

An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth  

 

You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy  

But I say to you... 

 whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, 'Raqa,' will be 
answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, 'You fool,' 
will be liable to fiery Gehenna.  

 

But I say to you, everyone who looks at a woman with lust 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart  

 

But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the 
marriage is unlawful) causes her to commit adultery, and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery  
 
 
 
But I say to you, do not swear at all; not by heaven, for it is 
God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool; nor by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King 
 

 
 

But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. 
When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the 
other one to him as well  

 
But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and 
the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jesus alone can claim God as “My Father” as the unique Son of God while the rest of us share in our sonship/

daughtership and claim God as “Our Father.” 
 The Greek word epiousios which is usually translated “daily” is interesting. This is a word that seems to be created 

within the New Testament. We can argue that there was a reason they invented a word to try to capture the 
meaning. 
 Epiousios is made up of two different Greek words: epi which means “above” or “super” and ousia which 

means “being”. 
 If we look at it through the etymological lens, this word should be rendered as “supersubstantial”. 
 In light of the Eucharist we can understand the bread given by God to truly be a “super substance”.  
 This word was interpreted by St. Jerome to be the Hebrew word “         a” which we would translate as “for 

tomorrow”. There is a belief in this that Jesus is pointing us toward the fulfillment of all things in the kingdom 
of heaven.  

 Jesus also warns us of storing treasures on earth. The world is passing away while the kingdom of God is forever. 
 The sound eye in 6:22 refers to an ancient metaphor. Jesus uses it to express generosity. Those with an unsound 

eye are stingy with their belongings as they are full of darkness. The sound eye is filled with light and shares its 
goods with others. 

 Mammon is an Aramaic word that is usually rendered as “wealth”. Jesus warns us that an infatuation with money 
or material goods is a service to a lesser god- “wealth”. 

 As God cares for all things, He cares most for those that He created in His image and likeness. It stands to reason 
then if the natural world is sustained by His grace that trusting and relying on this grace should be sufficient for us 
as well. 

 The Christian must prioritize the reign of the Kingdom of God first within his/her own soul. This brings about a 
trust and sense of peace that can only be found in resting in God.  

 Jesus teaches with authority (his own) in contrast to the Scribes and Pharisees who taught using Moses’ authority.  
Jesus gave new teaching that surpassed even the Mosaic Law in its authority and its perfection. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and do not subject 
us to the final test, but deliver us from the 
evil one.       Matthew 6:9-13 

Father, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 
bread and forgive us our sins for we 
ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, 
and do not subject us to the final test. 

   Luke 11:2-4 

He taught the crowd... 

 



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 5-7 
 
How are the beatitudes reflective of Christ’s call to live a life of holiness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think that Jesus continually started his teaching with “you have heard it said”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What sin or attachments to sin is Jesus asking you personally to “pluck out”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the Our Father mean to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think about the rendering of epiousios offered as “supersubstantial”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think that money or possessions can be such a tempting substitute for God? 



 

 

Miracles, Discipleship and Identity (Matthew 8-11) 

Miracles 

 Jesus cleanses the leper: 

 Jesus speaks the word and it happens  

 Jesus is in union with the Mosaic Law- “show yourself to the priests and offer the gift Moses commanded”-  

 Healing the Centurion’s Servant 

 The centurion demonstrates a faith in Christ and he has care for those beneath him (his servant). 

 This foreshadows the mission to the gentiles. Jesus hints at this when he says that many will come from 
every direction to sit with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

 

 

 

 

 

Miracles 

Identity Discipleship 

Cleansing the Leper 8:1-4, Centurion’s Servant 

8:5-13, at Peter’s house 8:14-17 

Questioned on fasting 9:14-17, 

Messengers from John the Baptist 11:2-

19, Jesus thanks the Father 11:25-30 

Calming the storm 

8:23-27 

Call of Matthew 9:9-13, Call of the Twelve 

10: 1-15, Harvest and laborers 9:35-38, 

Coming persecutions 10:16-25, Fear and 

the Cross 10:26-42 

Gararene Demoniacs 

8:25-34, the paralytic 

9:1-8, Two blind men 

9:27-31 

Mission of the 12 

10:5-15 



 

 

 The healings at Peter’s house 

 Matthew quotes Isaiah and sees the parallels between Jesus’ ministry and Isaiah’s Suffering Servant Songs. 

 See Isaiah 42:1–4; Isaiah 49:1–6; Isaiah 50:4–7; and Isaiah 52:13–53:12 . 

 We see a connection between physical and spiritual health. 

 Jesus calms the Sea 

 Jesus and Jonah (see insert). 

 Jesus as creator of the universe has power over it. 

 The healing of the Gadarene Demoniacs 

 Gadara (part of the Decapolis) was about 6 miles southeast of the Sea of Galilee. 

 Probably made of mostly Gentiles (the tending of the swine makes this more likely) 

 Demons recognize who Jesus is. 

 The sea is a symbol of deliverance or hostile forces in the Old Testament: Jesus symbolically drives back 
the forces of evil.  

 Jesus heals the paralytic 

 Jesus forgives sins which the Jewish authorities rightfully recognize as Jesus claiming divinity. 

 Jesus’ assertion is backed by his working of the miracle to make the paralytic whole again as sin paralyzes 
us and makes us less than we were made to be.  

 This foreshadows the sacrament of penance whereby Jesus invests men with the authority to forgive sins. 

 The Girl and the Woman 

 The woman touches the fringe of Jesus’ garment which probably refers to the tassels that Jews wore that 
were outward reminders to follow the Mosaic Law. 

 The girl is raised from the dead proving that Jesus is the Lord of life. 

 The Two Blind Men 

 The two men use a Messianic title for Jesus, “Son of David”.  

 Jesus indicates it is faith in him that brings about their healing. 

 Healing the Mute 

 Evil can mute the presence of God within us. When the demons are cast out, that man is able to speak.  

 Jesus is accused of casting out demons by the prince of darkness. They are looking for reasons not believe 
what they have clearly seen in front of them-Jesus has divine authority. 

 

Discipleship 

 The Call of Matthew 

 As a tax collector in the region of Galilee, Matthew is  

seen in two negative lights: 1. he takes money from  

Gentiles and 2. he is a sinner by trade. 

 Ignoring the convention of his day Jesus calls Matthew to    

put aside his past life and follow him.  

 When challenged by the authorities, Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6-God is  

about mercy.  

 The Harvest, the Laborers and the Twelve 

 Israel is the sheep and historically the leaders of the Jews were to be the shepherds  

(Moses, Joshua and David). Jesus’ recognition of them as without a shepherd is a condemnation of the 
current Jewish leadership. 

 Jesus selects 12 men as the laborers sent to reap the harvest and shepherd the New Israel.  

 1. Both set sail on a boat (Jon 1:1-16) 

2. Both are caught in a storm on the sea (Jon 1:4,11) 

3. Both are found asleep (Jon 1:5) 

4. Both are accompanied by frightened sailors (Jon 

1:5) 

5. Both groups of sailors call upon the Lord for 

deliverance (Jon 1:14) 

6. Both are instrumental in bring about a great calm 

(Jon 1:12) 

7. The sailors in both marvel at the outcome (Jon 1:16) 

Jonah 
Jesus 



 

 

 The selection of the 12 is important. Jesus is creating a new Israel. He names these men apostles from the 
Greek ἀπόστολος or “apostolos” which literally means “one sent forth (with orders)”.  

 Jesus confers upon them the authority to heal and exorcise demons. One day they will be sent forth by Jesus 
into the world to spread the Gospel.  

 Jesus first sends the apostles only to minister to the Jews. Again, this is in union with salvation history 
which begins with the Jews and goes forth to all mankind.  

 Shaking the dust off of one’s sandals was a custom of the Jews when they left Gentile territory and reentered 
Jewish territory. It was a denouncement of the uncleanness of the Gentiles.  

 The Cost of Discipleship 

 I am sending you like sheep among the wolves.  

 Jesus does not lie to us but tells us that following him will lead to rejection and persecution. 

 Families will be divided by their faith in Christ. 

 Jesus does remind us that we should not fear these things because God will still take care of us. Men can 
injure the body but they cannot touch the soul. 

 In telling his followers to take up their cross and follow him Jesus assures us that being his disciple takes 
self-denial, sacrifice and may cost us our lives.  

 In all of this we must be aware that the reward of heaven is worth anything here on earth. 
 

Identity 

 The Question of Fasting 

 Throughout the Old Testament God is depicted as the husband of Israel. 
In calling himself the groom Jesus is announcing that he is God. 

 Jesus also is taking the role as the spouse of the New Israel which he 
constitutes by calling the 12, making a new and eternal covenant, giving 
them a new Temple with a new sacrifice.  

 The Messengers of John the Baptist 

 Even John has his doubts because Jesus is not what anyone was 
expecting (the Essenes had their own ideas of what the Messiah would 
look like). 

 Jesus responds with what he has done-he is gathering the tribes and 
tending to their injuries (one of the tasks of the Messiah).  

 John is praised by Jesus as the last great Old Testament prophet and the 
herald of the Messiah (in the spirit of Elijah). 

 He denounces the lack of faith of this generation: Jesus compares his 
ministry and John’s. We piped to you and you did not dance– the joy of a 
wedding (Jesus’ ministry of healing). We wailed and you did not mourn-
the solemnity of a funeral (John’s message of repentance).   

 This generation was looking for reasons not to believe: “John has a 
demon” because he did not eat nor drink and “(Jesus is) a glutton and a 
drunkard” because he ate and drank.  

 Jesus Thanks the Father 

 Jesus’ language hint at an intimate and unique relationship between the Father and the Son.  

 Jesus’ words compare closely to Sirach when he talks about the yoke of wisdom. See Sirach 51. 

 The rest Jesus promises is in contrast to the earthly rest that the Sabbath offered. Jesus offers heavenly rest 
in the kingdom of his father.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Israel New Israel 

 12 Tribes 

 Blood 

 Covenants 

 Law 

 Sacrifices 

 Temple 

 12 Apostles 

 Faith/Baptism 

 New & Eternal Covenant 

 Beatitudes 

 Jesus’ Sacrifice 

 Christ’s Body (Church) 



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 8-11 
 
How do you feel that the centurion’s words which we paraphrase at each Mass sum up the entire Christian faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We see a comparison between Jesus and Jonah when Jesus calms the storm.  What other Old Testament figures can 
we see brought to greater light in Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does the cleansing of the leper demonstrate Matthew’s emphasis of Jesus’ ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do “miracles, discipleship and identity” sum up Matthew 8-11? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What miracle or teaching from this section impacted you the most?  Is there one that you began to see differently? 



 

 

Jesus, the Faithful and the Faithless (Matthew 12-15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus and the Sabbath 

 The Sabbath (Saturday for Jews) was a day when no work could be performed in line with the Mosaic Law. 
There were even rabbis who argued about how far someone could walk for supplies or to get to the Temple. 

 Jesus reminds them that one of the great heroes of the Old Testament, David, did something very similar yet 
he remained guiltless.  He also reminds them that the priests work on the Sabbath by replacing the Bread of 
Presence in the Temple and they too remain guiltless. 

 “Something greater than the Temple”: The Temple was said to house the presence of God. Jesus is God 
incarnate standing before them.  

 Jesus reminds them as he did earlier (Mt 9:13) that mercy is greater than sacrifice.  Jesus orders things 
rightly for them. 

 The man with a withered hand– “Is it lawful to heal him on the Sabbath?” Jesus states that good can always 
be done on the Sabbath.  In his interpretation of the Sabbath, he is claiming lordship over the Sabbath.  

 It is after this scene that Matthew tells us that they began to plot the death of Jesus.  

 

 

New Moses 

Jesus gives us the New 

Law from the Mount   

of Beatitudes.  

New Solomon 

Son of David who 

receives gifts from 

nations and awes all 

with is wisdom.  

New Jonah 

Jonah was in the belly of the 

whale three days and Jesus 

will be swallowed by the 

earth for three days. 

New David 

As Israel’s ideal king, David 

prefigures Jesus. David and 

his companions are allowed 

to breech the Sabbath.  

New Israel 

Jesus relives the Old 

Testament while 

remaining faithful.  

New Temple 

Jesus houses the true presence 

of God and his body is new 

place of worship. 

“Behold, I make all 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 things new”   

Rev 21: 5 



 

 

 Jesus vs. the unfaithful generation 

 Jesus retreats to heal them all.  

 Matthew 12:18-21 quotes Isaiah 42:1-4 to illustrate that Jesus is God’s son (Vs 18 Greek word (παῖς) is 
usually rendered as servant but means both servant and son). He is also establishing the beginning of the 
ministry to the Gentiles that would grow after the resurrection.  

 When Jesus casts out a demon (12:22) they ask if this is the Son of David. According to Jewish tradition, 
David’s son, Solomon was able to cast out demons and it was said that the Messiah would do this as well.  

 The Pharisees again state the Jesus casts out demons by the power of Beelzebul (probably a reference to 
“Baal-zebul” a deity of Ekron) which means from a false god. 

 Jesus rightfully brings attention to the lack of reasoning here. Dark forces do not drive out dark forces as 
that is more or less suicide.  

 Jesus also turns this around on them. “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste, and no city or 
house divided against itself will stand” Jesus is referencing that the kingdom of the Jews, the holy city of 
Jerusalem and the house of God (the Temple) have all turned on Jesus and thus have become collaborators 
of the kingdom of Satan.  

 Jesus then puts lines in the sand. We must be willing to work for the Gospel.  There are no sidelines.  

 Blasphemy against the Spirit is to attribute to Satan the work of God. This leads to a hardening of the heart 
and makes the prospect of repentance impossible. To sin against the Spirit is to refuse to seek forgiveness. 

 Jesus and Jonah: looking for a sign?  Jesus has healed, preached and exorcised in their midst and yet they 
look for another sign.  

 They’re looking for the Messiah to be what they thought he would be. They are looking for evidence that 
he’s going to usher in the earthly kingdom of which they had dreamed.  

 While they hoped for a sign of a conquering earthly Messiah, Jesus tells them they are going to get the sign 
of Jonah: Jesus will be swallowed by the earth (buried) for three days.  Like Jonah, Jesus’ ministry will go 
beyond the confines of the Jews (Jonah preached to non Jews [Ninevah in Assyria]).  

 Jesus uses the Queen of Sheba (Queen of the South) to shame the current Jews.  She is a non-Jew who 
travels far to hear the wisdom of Solomon but upon hearing the greater wisdom of Jesus, the Jews reject 
him.  

 The question of exorcism returns in verses 44-46. The one who has been freed from a demon must fill his 
life with goodness. Following God is not simply an absence of evil but filling oneself up with the love of 
God. 

 Parables: παραβολαῖς  or parabole which literally means “comparing one thing to another”.  

 Why speak in parables?  The underlying truths of Jesus’ teaching will remain a mystery to the faithless. 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 as an illustration of this. Many hear Jesus 
but their infidelity to God makes it impossible for them to fully 
understand his teaching.  

 The Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the Weeds among the 
Wheat are a two of the few parables for which we have a full 
explanation of its meaning (Mt. 13:18-23 & 13:24-30,36-43)). 

 The parables of the kingdom (Mt 13:44-50) bring into view what 
should be important in our lives. For those with their eyes set on 
heaven, we see following God as the treasure and the pearl. The net 
and the separation of the catch speak of the judgment to come.  

 The death of John the Baptist 

 This is told as a kind of “flashback” calling to mind events that had 
already transpired.  

 The Herod mentioned is Herod Antipas who married his brother’s 
(Herod Philip) wife while  he was still living.  This is contrary to 
Jewish Law and John was correct in denouncing him. 

 In condemning an innocent (and correct) man without a trial, Herod 
illustrates the grave immorality that is associated with the Herodian 
dynasty. 
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 The Multiplication of the Loaves 

 One of the few narratives that appears in every Gospel. No doubt this is because of the link with the 
Eucharist. 

 The narrative words taking...blessed….broke…gave are the same used in the Last Supper . 

 Jesus feeds the crowd through the hands of the apostles. It is the disciples who are the intermediaries 
between Jesus and the people. This anticipates the Eucharist which Jesus gives us through hands of the 
apostles and, later on, bishops and priests.  

 Jesus walks on Water 

 Jesus comes in the 4th watch (between 3-
6am) which is a time that speaks to the 
stillness of human activity. God comes when 
we  quiet ourselves. 

 The rendering of “it is I” is not word for 
word. Here Jesus literally says “εἰμι” which 
literally means “I am.” This is important 
because it occurs against the backdrop of 
Jesus showing power over nature. Taken 
together it is hard for the apostles to see this 
as anything but a claim of divinity. 

 Peter puts a trust and confidence in Jesus. He 
believes not only can Jesus himself walk on 
water but that he can give Peter the ability to 
do the same. It is only when he begins to fear 
that he begins to sink. 

 This is a tableau of our faith lives. When we 
keep our eyes fixed on Christ, we are able to 
draw close to God. When we are distracted by 
other things, we begin to slip away.  

 This scene closes with the worship of the 
apostles and the declaration of divinity by Peter. This anticipates the more pronounced declaration of faith 
made by Peter in chapter 16. 

 
 

 Jesus vs. the Jewish authorities 

 Transgressing the traditions of the elders. For the Pharisees and scribes it was just as important to follow the 
Jewish customs as it was to follow the Mosaic Law. 

 The Pharisees emphasized the following of their own customs and “laws” at the expense of the Mosaic Law. 

 Jesus turns this back around on them, “why do you transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your 
tradition?”  

 He uses Isaiah 29:13 as an indictment of the Jewish authorities. 

 He then attacks the ceremonial washings that were emphasized by the Pharisees.  

 What goes in is not what defiles but what stems from the heart. Real defilement is moral and spiritual. These 
are the things that make us unclean in the eyes of God. 

 The Pharisees are blind guides. They do not see what is right in front of them: 1. they are missing that God 
is present before them elevating their hearts to him; & 2. they are unable to recognized that they have 
replaced the commandments of God with their own “commandments”.  

 

 

 

Pharisees 

The main interpreters of Jewish Law. 

Essenes 

Jewish ascetics that abandoned Jerusalem. 

Sadducees 

The ruling class of Jews in collaboration with Rome.  

Zealots 

Violent revolutionaries against Rome. 



 

 

 More Miracles 

 The Canaanite woman persists in her efforts to see and make her plea before Jesus. 

 “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” The children’s bread refers to Israel and 
its inherited right to God’s blessings via the covenants. 

 The woman responds with faith and she is persistent.  

 Morally the woman represents the repentant sinner. She is incapable of pride and relies completely on the 
mercy of God. 

 Jesus again feeds a crowd. 

 The same language is used took….gave thanks…..broke…..gave. 

 Again, the bread is distributed through the hands of the disciples-another foreshadowing of the priesthood 
and the Eucharist.  



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 12-15 
 
Jesus is the new David, Moses, etc. What way have you seen Jesus in the past? What way is new to 
you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do we view the Sabbath? Do we take it as seriously as the Jews in Jesus’ time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you see examples of our time as being a faithful or unfaithful generation? How so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What parable of Jesus has meant the most to you (not just in Matthew)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you find interesting about the death of John the Baptist? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What customs of men have begun to take precedence over the commandments of God? 



 

 

Recognizing the Christ (Matthew 16-18) 
 

 Jesus vs. the Pharisees and Sadducees 

 The leaders claim to read the heavens in order to predict the 
weather but they remain obstinately blind in spiritual matters. 

 Jesus refuses to perform a sign at their demand. Jesus tells 
them the only sign they will receive is the resurrection.  If 
that doesn’t change their mind, nothing will. 

 The leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees refers to their 
influence. Like the yeast it is not always visible but has an 
effect. 

 It is the religious leaders of the Jews who are actually a 
stumbling block to their people entering the kingdom of 
heaven.  

 You are Peter 

 Caesarea Philippi 

 Herod Philipp built a temple to the Emperor (Caesar) 
Tiberius here.  

 Thus it bears the name of the two other rulers: Caesar and 
Philip.  

 Jesus manifests his glory here twice: once with the 
confession of Peter and again at the transfiguration 
(probably). 

 This area was also known for its pagan temples, lewd 
sexual conduct (bestiality) and for a cave that was believed to be the entrance to Hades or the 
underworld. 

 There are many niches carved into the rock that are evidence of idol worship. 

 The Greek God Pan was worshipped here in a special way. Pan is the God of nature. Jesus has already 
shown himself as master of nature by calming the storm.  

 Overall, Caesarea Philippi seemed like Satan’s turf. Jesus chooses a place where Satan seems to reign to 
manifest himself at the very entrance to hell. 

 Who do people say that I am? 

 There were many beliefs circulating about who Jesus was as there were differing views on John the 
Baptist. 

 The answers are expected: they think he’s a prophet.  If Jesus is just another in a long line of prophets, 
he doesn’t mean much.  Jesus is not one among many.  He is the ONE. 

 But who do you say I am? 

 The apostles had followed him.  They had heard him speak with authority, they have heard his claims of 
divinity, they had seen him work miracles, feed thousands and calm the very elements of nature.  Would 
their perspective be different by what they had seen? 

 Peter makes his confession that Jesus is the ONE.  He is the Son of the living God. 

 You are Peter (Peter up) 

 Jesus renames Simon (his given name). What Peter has confessed, faith in Christ, is the foundation of 
the Church.  Everything that we believe is built upon the ground that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 Peter receives this knowledge as a special grace from the Father. 

 Jesus gives Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven which indicates his 
authority as the steward of the kingdom of which Jesus is the king. 

 Jesus also establishes the Church and endows it with authority as well.  
The gates of hell will not prevail against it. If we look at hell as the 
place of lie, we see the Church then as the advocate of the truth. 

 Jesus also bestows upon Peter a binding and loosing authority. 

 Peter down 

 Jesus foretells his death and Peter forbids this from happening. 

 Although Peter has made his declaration of faith in Jesus, he still has 
not grasped the role Jesus has come to fulfill. 

 

Peter is the first 

leader of the 

Church. Over 

time his 

successors 

became known 

as the pope. 



 

 

 “Get behind me, Satan.” Satan is the tempter and Peter is, in a way, tempting Jesus again. Peter should not 
be another voice tempting Jesus to renounce his mission and not go to the cross.   

 Jesus then raises the bar with all the apostles telling them that if they wished to be his disciples that each of 
them must take up their own cross and follow him. 

 As Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice for the sins of men, so too must all who seek to follow Christ must be 
willing to work on the virtue of self-denial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Transfiguration 

 In line with Biblical theophany, Jesus takes Peter, James and John up a mountain to reveal his glory. 

 This is probably Mount Hermon in Caesarea Philippi. 

 Christ shines in his full divinity. 

 Moses and Elijah appear with Christ. These two figures represent the Law and the Prophets. Jesus appearing 
at the center shows that both the commandments and promises center upon him. 

 Peter longs to prolong the experience by setting up tents.  

 After hearing God’s voice Peter, James and John fall on their faces as the posture of those overwhelmed by 
God’s presence. 

 As they come down the three question Jesus as to why Elijah must come and Jesus responds that Elijah had 
already come. The scribes were correct but failed to recognize John the Baptist coming in the spirit of 
Elijah.  

 The Temple Tax 

 Every male over the age of 20 had to pay a tax for the Temple. This was the “two drachma tax”. A shekel 
was worth four drachmas or two of the “two drachma” tax. 

 The tax collectors approach Peter because they see him as the spokesman for the apostles. 

 “The sons are free.” Jesus is the Son of God and thus does not owe the Temple tax. Peter shares in Jesus’ 
sonship as an adopted son of the Father. However, Jesus still has them pay the tax anyway. 

 The coin that Peter will find in the mouth of the fish will cover the cost of the Temple tax for both Jesus and 
Peter. This illustrates the spiritual connection between the King and his steward. 

 Living as a disciple 

 The greatness of life in the Church is underscored by humility, service and mercy. 

 Being like children is not just about a simplicity of faith but about a recognition of a total reliance on God. 

 Jesus emphasizes the need for his disciples to live uprightly and provide a good model to follow. 

The Transfiguration is similar to God revealing himself to Moses: 1. on the seventh 

day; 2. on a mountain;   3. have three companions; 4. the faces of Moses and Jesus 

shine; 5. God is present; 6. God speaks with a heavenly voice. 



 

 

 He highlights this with his discussion of the millstone. The millstone was obviously used in milling and it 
required the strength of donkeys to turn it. By stating that it be better to die by drowning due to being 
tethered to a millstone was Jesus’ way of underlining that we must be aware of the danger that sin poses.  

 Jesus then reminds his followers that he has come to call us to repentance. We are all wayward sheep that 
are in need of the shepherd who seeks us out and leads us back to safety. 

 Fraternal correction 

 We are called to lead others away from sin out of a real love for them. We can shun this responsibility by a 
counterfeit form of love but sin must be dealt with; it must be uprooted from our lives. 

 We are to confront our brothers and sisters about the reality of sin and, if necessary, be persistent and seek 
the help of others. 

 The final authority lies with the Church because of its divine origin from whence she receives her authority. 

 Jesus uses “binding and loosing” again but this time he gives it to the entire apostolic college. This is in line 
with Church teaching in which the apostles (later bishops) in union with Peter (the pope) have the ability to 
teach infallibly. 

 Peter responds with the question that he thinks to be just. He asks if he has to forgive even seven times.  

 Jesus responds with seventy-seven times which is meant to mean infinite forgiveness. 

 The parable of the unmerciful servant is about mercy and hypocrisy. If we are to seek mercy and forgiveness 
from God, we must we willing to give mercy. We all sin which places us in a far greater debt to God than 
any we can incur from another. Mercy is the Christian’s mission statement.  



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 16-18 
 
Do you find anything interesting in the demand for a sign from the Pharisees and Sadducees? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is the location of Caesarea Philippi of note for both Peter’s declaration and the Transfiguration? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is Peter’s answer to “who do you say that I am” so different than the others? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why are the figures of Moses and Elijah present at the Transfiguration? What do they represent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What makes one great in the kingdom Jesus is establishing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do we take the Christian task of fraternal correction as seriously as we ought to? 



 

 

A New King Enters Jerusalem (Matthew 19-21) 
 

 The Pharisees again seek to pit Jesus against Moses by asking him about the question of divorce. 

 The Jews allowed men to divorce their wives for most things. 

 Jesus reminds the Pharisees that it is God that creates a marriage and that it is not man’s invention. It is the 
Pharisees who are out of touch with the model of marriage outlined in the Torah. 

 Jesus invokes his own authority to forbid divorce and remarriage.  

 “The hardness of your hearts.” Moses allowed divorce as a concession to human sinfulness but Jesus restates 
God’s original plan for marriage. 

 The disciples were shocked this and thought then it would be easier simply not to marry.  

 Jesus then raises those up who have embraced celibacy for the sake of the kingdom and encourages all who 
can do so to accept the call. 

 Immediately after this teaching we read that Jesus blesses the children. Jesus’ care for marriage is directly 
related to his care for children. Marriage and children are linked. 

 The Rich Young Man 

 Jesus’ conversation highlights three stages of the spiritual life generally taught as 1. purgative; 2. 
illuminative and 3. unitive.  

 Jesus tells the young man to follow the commandments (purgative), go sell all that he has and give it to the 
poor (illuminative) and follow him (unitive). 

 “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 Jesus is reminding all that wealth can be a serious threat to sanctity. Only with God’s grace can the wealthy 
detach themselves from the love of material goods. The young man’s sadness is an example of this. 

 The new world that Jesus speaks of is a restored Israel under the leadership of the Twelve. Jesus is the 
Davidic king who reestablishes the Davidic Kingdom that governed the twelve tribes. He appoints his 
apostles as his royal governors and invests them with authority to govern, minister and judge. See Psalm 
122:3-5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the young man heard this statement, he went away sad, for he 

had many possessions.    Matthew 19:22 



 

 

 The Laborers in the Vineyard, the Chalice and the Two Blind Men 

 This parable has a link to the Old Testament as well as a New Testament understanding. 

 Salvation history is the story of Israel’s labor which reaches it zenith with the inclusion of the gentiles. The 
gentiles are those who enter the vineyard at the latest hour and begin to work. God is not unfair. He is 
generous. 

 The mother of James and John asks Jesus to have her sons flank him in the coming kingdom. 

 The chalice Jesus is to drink is an allusion to an Old Testament metaphor that describes the wrath of God as 
being poured out on the wicked (God’s justice is poured out on the wicked).  In light of Christ we should see 
this as the punishment for sin (death) which is in the chalice that Jesus will drink. 

 Jesus assures James and John that they will have a taste of this chalice.  They will endure suffering for the 
sake of Christ but they cannot drink the cup that Jesus will. 

 The two blind men cry out to Jesus and are persistent in their appeals. They show a faith in Christ and, at 
their pleading, are healed.  

 They use the term Son of David as is used in Mt 12:23. Again, there was a belief that the Messiah would 
possess the power to heal as did David’s son, Solomon.  

 Jesus Enters Jerusalem 

 Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem is similar to 
Solomon’s coronation as king: 1. both are son of 
David; 2. Jesus rides a colt while Solomon rode a 
mule; 3. both involve a great amount of fanfare; 4. 
in both cases Jerusalem was in a state of commotion.  

 The choice of the donkey is important. Oftentimes a 
great ruler entered the city as a conquering hero on a 
war horse. The kingdom Jesus is establishing is not 
one that is brought about by force but by conversion. 

 Matthew’s quote 21:5 is a combination of two 
prophecies: Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9.  

 See, the LORD proclaims to the ends of the 
earth: Say to daughter Zion, your savior comes! 
Here is his reward with him, his recompense 
before him.  

 Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion, shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king shall come to 
you; a just savior is he, Meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass.  

 They spread their garments for Jesus to ride upon as a sign of humility.  

 The crowd cries out “hosanna, son of David.” Hosanna or הושאנה which translates to “save us”.  

 Jesus cleanses the Temple (see Temple diagram on pg. 43) 

 Jesus is filled with righteous anger at the money changers 
who inflated their prices and thereby placed a large burden 
on the faithful. 

 He views what is happening as a profaning of the Temple. 

 Yet, we should raise an eyebrow at this.  Hasn’t Jesus seen 
this before?  Why did he choose to do this now? 

 Matthew has Jesus quoting taking two Old Testament 
prophets: 

 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
ministering to him, Loving the name of the LORD, and 
becoming his servants -  All who keep the Sabbath free from 
profanation and hold to my covenant, Them I will bring to 
my holy mountain and make joyful in my house of prayer; 
Their holocausts and sacrifices will be acceptable on my 
altar, For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples. Isaiah 56:6-7 

 Has this house which bears my name become in your eyes a 
den of thieves? I too see what is being done, says the LORD. 
Jeremiah 7:11 

 

 



 

 

 The Jews were meant to be a magnet drawing other people to God. The Temple was not supposed to be 
exclusive and slowly whittle people down to who was worthy and who was not. The Temple was 
supposed to give all access to God.  

 The Jews looked to the Temple as a sign that God was with them and they did not need to change their 
lives. Jeremiah preached that this wasn’t so and, when they did not heed the warning of Jeremiah, God 
allowed the Temple to be destroyed. Jesus is indicating the same judgment upon the Jews of his time. 

 When there are healings performed by Jesus in the Temple there isn’t joy by the chief priests and scribes. 
They are indignant that Jesus is being acclaimed with a Messianic title. 

 Jesus responds with a line from Psalm 8 in which the psalmist describes that infants bring glory to God. 
Jesus uses this as a hint to his divinity from the moment of his conception. 

 Jesus starts to draw lines 

 Jesus cursing the fig tree is symbolic of Old Covenant Israel. It is cursed because it is barren and does not 
produce the fruit of repentance and a desire to draw close to God. The rejection of the Messiah brings the 
curse. It does not come from God but comes by rejection of him. 

 Jesus’ authority is questioned and Jesus places those questioning him in a bind. They act more as politicians 
playing to a crowd than those that should be entrusted with the souls of the faithful. 

 The Parable of the Two Sons illustrates the point that Jesus was making with his previous question. The first 
group are those who repent from their sins and the second group is made of the religious leaders who do not 
heed John’s call even when harlots and tax collectors do. 

 The Wicked Tenants is an example of Israel’s past reluctance to hear God’s call. God is the householder and 
the vineyard is Jerusalem. The tenants are the Jewish leaders who persecute the servants, the prophets, of the 
householder. The son is Jesus who is thrown out of the vineyard and killed as Jesus was crucified outside of 
the walls of Jerusalem. Putting them to death is an allusion to the coming destruction of the Temple and 
Jerusalem. God will entrust a new covenant to other tenants within the Church. 

 The stone rejected by builders is a restatement of the wicked tenants. The builders, Jewish leaders, reject the 
stone given by God which results in God transferring the kingdom from the leaders of the Old Covenant to 
the New Covenant shepherds, the bishops. 

 

"May no fruit ever come from           

you again." And immediately the         

fig tree withered.” 

Matthew 21:19 



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 19-21 
 
How does Jesus’ elevation of marriage more accurately portray humanity “in the beginning”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can we also come to know by Jesus’ definition of what a marriage is? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the three stages of the spiritual life highlighted in Jesus’ conversation with the rich young 
man? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think possessions and money can be so seductive for mankind? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is important about the way Jesus enters Jerusalem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the greater truth behind Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple? 



 

 

Jesus vs. Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives Discourse (Matthew 22-25) 
 
 The Parable of the Wedding Feast 

 God is the king and the servants are the Old Testament prophets sent to summon Israel. 
 The call is not heeded and some of the servants are killed so God will destroy their city and send other 

messengers (the apostles).  
 God is impartial in his treatment of those called. They are judged based on their acceptance of their call. 
 The man lacking a wedding garment is representative of someone who lacks the good deeds that accompany 

faith. 
 A Trap 

 Jesus is questioned on whether or not it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar. 
 The collaboration between the Pharisees and Sadducees is demonstrative of their willingness to work with 

other enemies to eliminate Jesus.  
 If Jesus affirms that taxes can be paid to Caesar, he would be accused by the Pharisees of being unfaithful to 

Judaism. If he denies the tax, the Sadducees can charge him as a revolutionary. 
 Jesus’ response centers on the word “likeness”. 

 Coins with Caesar’s image are minted in his name and are technically his property. Everyone has the image 
of God within them that is meant to be returned to God.  

 Had Israel been faithful to God they would not now find themselves under Roman occupation. Jesus 
affirms doing one’s civic duty while emphasizing the primary duty of all to serve God.  

 The problem the Jews now face is not Roman occupation. The Jews had always been looking outwardly for 
enemies (Assyria, Babylon, Greece & Rome) but had ignored the real issue-sin. Sin is the enemy that they 
were not fierce in resisting. 

 Jesus disarms the trap by stating that Caesar isn’t the problem.  Sin is the problem. Give Caesar his due, it 
doesn’t matter but first we must give ourselves back to God.  

 The Sadducees then step into the conversation questioning him about the resurrection. 
 Their question centers on the Law (Deut. 25:5-6). 
 Jesus’ response points to a heavenly reality. In heaven the love that forms the bond of marriage is not 

singular. We all love God which enables us to love each other with the divine love that flows from God. 
 His answer also reflects that although the Sadducees believe in God, they limit his power. Jesus says that 

they do not know the scriptures. This is because the Sadducees refused to accept the prophets as part of the 
Torah and, thus do not have the full lens through which to see the books of Moses.  

 Jesus then responds by summing up the entire of the Mosaic Law (all 613 commands). They can be 
summed up by loving God and loving neighbor. 

 
 Jesus, the True King 

 The question about whose son the Christ is to be is 
important and illustrates the partial understanding the 
Pharisees have of the Psalm in question. 

 Psalm 118 was an enthronement psalm used in 
coronation ceremonies of Jewish kings. The Pharisees 
were expecting the Christ to be a Davidic king and 
restore the Davidic kingdom. 

 The crucial point they miss is that the psalm has David 
calling his son, “Lord” which presupposes that the one 
to come after him will be his superior not just his heir. 

 Jesus is a son of David by blood but is superior in that 
he is first Son of God.  

 Jesus calls out the Jewish Leaders 
 The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time are unworthy of imitation. They claim piety but their inner life and               

personal conduct is not to be followed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Jesus is using hyperbole to emphasize a point. No one 
should pridefully desire titles of honor. 

 He is not meaning that we should never use the word 
“father”. 

 The Old Testament uses the word 627 times and the 
New Testament uses it another 352. 

 St. Paul 
 Thus he (Abraham) was to be the father of all the 

uncircumcised who believe….as well as the father 
of the circumcised who….follow the path of faith 
that our father Abraham walked while still 
uncircumcised. Romans 4:11-16 

 I became your father in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 1 Corinthians 4:15  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Jesus is recalling the Old Testaments prophetic message calling judgment upon the Pharisees. In this he 

presents a covenant lawsuit against unfaithful Israel and the curses come as a result of their infidelity to God 
(see Deut. 27:15-26). 

 Most of the woes have a common theme: the blindness of the Jewish leaders who are concerned with all the 
wrong things. 

 The woe concerning the gnat and the camel is indicative of Jesus’ overall message. 
 A gnat is a small animal but is unclean and forbidden to consume. Jews would use a cloth to filter them 

out of their drinks.  A camel, because of its hoof, is also unclean and is among the largest of the unclean 
animals. 

 Jesus is pointing out that the Pharisees are concerned with following the smallest part of the Law but miss 
the greater truths of the spiritual life. 

 The murders Jesus alludes to are the first murder and the murder of a prophet killed in the Temple. Jesus uses 
them as examples of how God continually offers Israel a chance to heed his call but his messengers were met 
with violence. (Some see this as the first and last murders in the OT but this is not technically correct. The 
Zechariah that is the last murder is actually Zechariah son of Jehoiada). 

 
 The Mount of Olives Discourse (Matthew 24 & 25) 

 Jesus foreshadows the things to come both on earth and at the end of time 
(including the final judgment).  

 The destruction of the Temple actually does occur in the year 70 at the hands 
of the Romans. Spiritually, the Temple serves no purpose after the death of 
Christ. His sacrifice replaces all the symbolic offerings made within the 
Temple. This is symbolically seen in the tearing of the Temple veil at Jesus’ 
death. 

 Jesus states that the Temple is his body. For Jews, the Temple was the place 
of God’s presence and the place where he was worshipped. The body of 
Christ replaces the Temple but is far more perfect. It is his body that is the 
real presence of God and it is his body, the Church, in which God is 
worshipped in spirit and truth.  

 The calamities that Jesus says will precede the end are somewhat vague. He 
does not give them a date or time which corresponds with his statement that 
no one knows the hour. 

 Jesus does say that many will say that they have are the savior.  
 
 

 
1. The Kingdom of Heaven 
2. Proselytes 
3. Swearing 
4. Tithing 

 
5. Washing 
6. Sepulchers 

7. Prophets 

The Seven Woes (23:13-36) 

Call no one on 
earth your father; 
you have but one 
Father in heaven. 
Mt 23:9 



 

 

 The desolating sacrilege hearkens back to Daniel when the Temple was profaned under Antiochus Epiphanes 
IV. Jerusalem was plundered and burned and an idol was erected within the Temple. 

 The instruction to flee is meant for Christians to flee Jerusalem before its judgment. Jerusalem is plundered 
and the Temple destroyed by Titus (Roman general and future Caesar).  

 
 Be Watchful 

 Jesus reminds his disciples to always be prepared since we do not know the hour at which he will come. 
 The coming of Christ is seen in three ways: History-Jesus entered time and walked among us; 2. Mystery– 

Jesus comes to us sacramentally under the guise of bread and wine; 3. Majesty– Jesus will come again and 
reign as Lord of the Nations. 

 Some view Matthew 24:36-44 as an example of the rapture. This is completely outside of Biblical teaching 
and is viewpoint first postulated in the 19th century. Jesus is referencing what happened with Noah. Some 
were left to die and others were spared. Noah was righteous and was spared.  

 Jesus uses parables to underscore his message: 
 The Wise and Foolish Maidens refers to Jewish marriage customs in which the groom would lead the bride 

to a feast that lasted a week. 
 The foolish maidens are unprepared and are excluded from the feast while the wise are ready and enjoy the 

banquet. 
 The Parable of the Talents looks back at the lesson learned from the fig tree.  
 Those who take the blessings of God and refuse to do anything with them bear no fruit and are the wicked 

servants whereas the good servants are those that take what God gives them and use it to advance the 
kingdom.  

 The dangers in the spiritual life are highlighted here: sloth and fear. We can be lax in living as Christ 
enjoins us to live and we can be fearful of putting our faith and trust in God. 

 
 The Judgment of the Nations 

 We are judged by God not simply on what we believe but upon how we act upon those beliefs.  
 Both groups call to him as “Lord” but while one group acts in accordance with that belief the other does not. 
 The Church has taken these ways of serving Christ in others and codified them into the Corporal Works of 

Mercy. The Spiritual Works of Mercy are the ways in which we care for the spiritual lives of others. 
 We are called to see Christ in others. Conversion is not a set of beliefs but a way of seeing things differently. 

The Greek word μετανοίας  is usually translated as conversion but it means “beyond mind” which means to 
look at things differently. We are called to look upon people as God looks upon them. 

He will place the sheep 

on his right and the 

goats on his left.  

  Matthew 25:33 



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 22-25 
 
Why do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees rejected Jesus so thoroughly? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does Jesus disarm the question about paying taxes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do Catholics call priests “father” when Jesus tells us to call no man father? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do the Seven Woes warn us against? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the three ways (times) Christ comes to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think is important about the Judgment of the Nations? 



 

 

Last Supper, Passion and Resurrection (Matthew 26-28) 
 
 The Jewish leaders gather together in the house of Caiaphas to plot Jesus’ death. 

 The Anointing in Bethany 

 The woman anoints Jesus and this can be seen in many different ways: 

 It is representative of Jesus as the anointed one. In Hebrew the word  ַיח  or in Greek Μεσσίας, literally    ָמשִׁ
means “the anointed one”. Here Jesus is anointed as a sign that he is indeed the anointed one. 

 Kings were anointed at the beginning of their reigns. 

 Bodies were also anointed before burial which points ahead to Jesus’ forthcoming death on the cross. 

 The expensive oil is not wasted. It is an act of reverence and worship for God. The costly gift also 
represents Jesus giving his life for the world. His self-gift is of immeasurable value. 

 We should also see this in contrast to the thirty pieces of silver that Judas takes to betray Jesus. The 
thirty pieces of silver is the cost of a slave. We see the immense value the woman places upon Jesus 
while Judas sees Jesus as relatively worthless (the cost of a slave). 

 

 

 The Last Supper 

 Jesus celebrates the Passover with his apostles. The fact that it was Passover is meaningful. This feast 
recalls God’s act of delivering the Jews from slavery in Egypt. There was a lamb that was offered as the 
central part of this ritual meal.  

 The Eucharist 

 Jesus says that the bread IS his body and the wine IS his blood. The Greek words used do not leave any 
room to interpret his words symbolically. 

 Jesus links the Eucharist with his sacrifice on the cross. The use of the phrase “poured out” is the same 
words used to describe how the priests in the Temple poured out the blood of the sacrificial offerings at 
the base of the Temple’s altar. 

 In the Old Testament, the Jews were prohibited from drinking blood. In the ancient world blood was 
seen as the life force of an animal. To drink its blood was to become something of the thing that you 
consumed.  

 Jesus, by commanding the drinking of his own blood, seeks to bring God and man into a greater unity 
than even Adam had in the Garden.  

 



 

 

 

 The singing of the Psalms was something common to the Passover. The Hallel Psalms were sung in 
conjunction with this feast. Usually Psalms 113 & 114 were sung before the Passover meal and Psalms 115-
118 were sung after. 

 Jesus does not drink the 4th cup of the Passover. It was usually drank after Psalm 114 was sung but instead 
he and his disciples go out to the Mount of Olives. 

 The fourth cup is representative of the restoration of the kingdom and Jesus says in Luke that he will not 
drink the fruit of the vine until the Kingdom of God comes. 

 He refused the cup of wine at the outset of his crucifixion but when he is about to die he drinks the fourth 
cup. His death has restored the kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Peter’s Denial 

 Jesus alludes to the forthcoming scattering of the apostles upon his 
arrest. Although they will be scattered, Jesus promises they will be 
brought back together. 

 Peter denies that he will run away. Peter has faith but his faith hasn’t 
stood up against testing (walking on water). 

 The cockcrow may not be a reference to an actual animal. The Romans 
called the third watch (3-6am) of the night the cockcrow and would 
usually sound a bugle like instrument to signal the end of the third 
watch.  

 The threefold denial: 1. a maid (probably a young girl); 2. another maid; 
3. a group of bystanders. These illustrate Peter’s intense fear even to 
young maids that could not have done him physical harm. 

 Peter curses and swears that he doesn’t even know Jesus. This is a 
betrayal of the friendship they shared. 

 At the  sound of the cockcrow Peter remembers what Jesus had said and 
his own confidence that he would not deny him. 

 

 

 

 

The Four Cups of Passover 

 “I will bring you out 

from Egypt.”  

Jesus sanctifies us. 

 “I will rescue you from 

their bondage.”  

Jesus delivers us. 

 “I will redeem you with an 

outstretched arm.”  

Jesus redeems us. 

 “I will take you as my 

people.”  

Jesus restores the kingdom. 

Sanctification Deliverance Redemption/Praise 
Kingdom/Salvation/

Restoration 



 

 

 In the Garden of Gethsemane 

 Jesus takes Peter, James and John to the foot 
of the Mount of Olives facing Jerusalem.  

 Jesus prays for strength as he faces the end of 
his early life.  

 Jesus fears what is to happen to him. He 
embraces our humanity. He could have simply 
chosen, as God, to not feel pain or fear but 
instead chooses to accept them.  

 Jesus remains in perfect obedience to the 
Father. His own fear and anxieties are subject 
to the will of the Father. 

 Jesus returns to find his apostles sleeping. 
Being with Jesus is a privilege that we must 
nourish by prayer and vigilance.  

 The symbol of Judas’ betrayal is significant.  

 He calls Jesus master which outwardly is a 
sign of reverence but inwardly Judas has 
already betrayed Jesus and these words are hollow.  

 Judas then kisses Jesus. The kiss is a sign of friendship. Judas approaches Jesus as a friend and disciple 
but is neither of these things. 

 Peter raises his sword to fight off those who would take Jesus. It is a good idea to fight to retain Jesus but 
not in light of Jesus’ own teaching: When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to 
him as well. Matthew 5:39. 

 Jesus also makes clear that he is letting this happen. He could summon an army of angels to defend him. 
Jesus chooses the cross. It isn’t chosen for him.   

 Judas’ betrayal parallels the betrayal of David by Ahithophel in 2 Samuel: 1. he sought David out at night; 
2. it was when David was weary and discouraged; 3. David’s companions would flee; 4. strike down the 
king only; 5. when his plans fail, Ahithophel hangs himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Trial of Jesus 

Are you betraying the 

Son of Man with a 

kiss?  

  Luke 22:48 



 

 

 Accused of blasphemy Jesus stands trial before the Jewish high priest. 

 Caiaphas asks Jesus if he is the Christ and the Son of God. 

 Jesus’ answer is somewhat ambiguous.  

 He seems to be a victim but he pronounces himself as the victor: I say to you….Jesus states that he will 
be at the right hand God’s right hand. 

 He alludes to a heavenly throne room (Psalm 110 and Daniel 7:9) where a kingly Messiah is present 
ruling over his enemies. 

 At his answer the Caiaphas tears his robes. This is a gesture of extreme distress and wrongdoing. 

 The Mosaic Law is clear that the high priest’s robe is never to be torn. Although Caiaphas sits as the 
high priest, his vestments are torn which represents that he isn’t really a priest at all. In contrast, it is 
Jesus’ robe that will not be torn as the Roman soldiers cast lots for it.  

 Matthew’s allusion to the conspiracy to kill Jesus recalls Psalm 2:2: “The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and his anointed …” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Jesus is brought before Pilate. Jesus does not give Pilate an answer to the charge of being a king.  

 Jesus or Barabbas? 

 The Jews are offered a choice to have one of their captives set free. 

 Jesus has done nothing wrong. He has injured no one but has healed and taught. 

 Barabbas is a notorious prisoner. Whether it be theft or murder, Barabbas is a sign of evil. 

 We elect the evil and sentence the good to death. 

 The name Barabbas means “son of the Father”. We have before us the real Son of the Father-Jesus and a 
false one.  

 Out of fear of the crowd Barabbas is freed and Jesus is turned over to be crucified. 

 Matthew records the dream by Pilate’s wife. As in the case of Joseph’s dreams earlier in Matthew, 
dreams are conduits of divine instruction. Joseph heeds the messages while Pilate does not. 

 Via Dolorosa 

 Jesus is mocked and struck by the Roman soldiers who sarcastically call him “king of the Jews”. The Magi 
are the only ones in Matthew’s Gospel who use this term as one of reverence. 

 The purple cloth is an outward sign of Jesus’ royalty as is the scepter of reeds and the crown of thorns. 

 

 



 

 

 The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 

 Jesus is led out to Golgotha (Hebrew for skull, or in Latin word Calvariae). It lies outside of the city walls 
and probably got its name from being the place where criminals are executed. 

 The casting of lots refers back to Psalm 22:18-the psalm Jesus quotes before his death and summarizes his 
death. 

 He is offered gall which is a narcotic made of herbs and myrrh. His refusal to dull his pain signifies his total 
acceptance of the Father’s will. 

 Jesus is on the cross from noon until about 3pm. Under typical circumstances, those crucified could spend 
days on the cross. Jesus’ quick death is a result of the beating that severely weakened him prior to being 
nailed to the cross. 

 The darkness Matthew refers to during the crucifixion is from Amos 8:8-10 in which the day of the Lord 
brings about an earthquake and the sun going down at noon. 

 At Jesus’ death the curtain of the Temple is torn. The veil was a sign that humanity could not approach God. 
Jesus’ sacrifice has removed the obstacle between God and man. The gate of heaven is now open. 

 Joseph of Arimathea asks for Jesus’ body. He puts it in a tomb not far from the place of crucifixion.  

 Jesus is wrapped in a clean linen cloth. 

 He is placed in a new tomb. 

 A rock is rolled over the tomb and is later sealed by Roman soldiers. 

 A guard of Roman soldiers is placed at the tomb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 The Resurrection 

 This is the central Christian belief. Our belief in Jesus 
as the Messiah is contingent upon his resurrection. 

 Evidence for the resurrection: 

 The empty tomb 

 The Roman soldiers 

 The change in the Apostles 

 The miracles that accompany the preaching of the 
Apostles. 

 Pentecost 

 He has risen as he said. Jesus had told his followers 
what was to happen to him and that he would be 
raised. 

 The women are invited to see his tomb as evidence of 
the resurrection. 

 The Roman soldiers are bribed by the Jewish leaders. 
This illustrates the extreme measures we go to in 
order to ignore uncomfortable truths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus meets his apostles in Galilee as he promises. 
Although they had fled, they are now reconstituted as 
he promised. 

 Jesus gives them the Great Commission 

 Make disciples of all nations. 

 Teach them to observe all I have commanded you. 

 Jesus gives them the baptismal formula that is 
acceptance into the Church. 

 Although this task is difficult, Jesus promises that 
he will be with them. 

 The fruits of this are seen in history as these 12 
men (including Matthias) bring Christ to far flung 
corners of the world. 

 A sign of Christ’s promise is that the Roman 
Empire who brought about his death will be won 
over by the Christian message.  

 Jesus remains present in his Church and in the 
Eucharist.  



 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTERS 26-28 
 
What do you think is important about Judas’ betrayal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What in the Last Supper narrative of Matthew stands out to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where does Jesus drink each of the four cups of the Passover? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What stuck out to you from the trial of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why is the resurrection the most important Christian belief? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How is the Great Commission a call to all disciples of Christ? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Court of the Gentiles 

The Temple in Jesus’ Day 
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